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DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON


PREFACE

The method pursued in this, the fourth and final volume of the series of documents dealing with the slave trade before 1808, is the same as that used in volume III. One colony, South Carolina, receives intensive treatment; others are dismissed more summarily. The reasons which seem to justify such an allotment of space are two. Throughout the eighteenth century Charleston was by far the most important of the continental markets and it is there that one can best study the nature of the traffic and its economic effects. In addition, for this colony there exist the illuminating letters of Henry Laurens, material for which at present other southern colonies offer no counterpart. For the seventeenth century, during which the trade of Maryland and Virginia was of greater significance and might well have received fuller treatment, the sources are meagre and unsatisfactory. In part, as a result of this lack of material, many of the hopes entertained at the beginning of this work have not been fulfilled, yet if the unanswered questions and the unexplored fields suggest to future students promising possibilities, the series will have accomplished one of its purposes.

In the preparation of this volume the cordial co-operation of the officers of the South Carolina Historical Society, the Charleston Library Society, the Historical Commission of South Carolina, and the Virginia Historical Society has placed the editor under the greatest obligation. Many of those mentioned in earlier volumes have also aided in bringing this one to completion, and to them the editor repeats her expression of gratitude for their assistance.

Elizabeth Donnan

January 15, 1935.
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35. Captain Arthur Craig to Alexander and Andrew Symmes, 1762.1

GAMBIA July 22, 1762.

Gentlemen, This is to acquaint you that I shall sail from this for maryland in three days with one hundred and Twelve Slaves on Board on your account for which I have here Inclosed you a Bill of Leading for the same have sent the Coppy of this by the way of York Directed to Mr. Bell at Philadelphia


36. Thomas Browne to Samuel Galloway, 1762.1

JAMESS FORT 24th Jully 1762.

Sir, Being inform'd by the Bearer of this, that you are a Corespondent of Jamess Gildarts Esqr.2 Mercht. in Liverpooll, my owner; have Shipt Twenty Slaves consignd to you, to be sold upon Account of Mr. Gildart the amount to be Remitted in Bill of Exchange or otherwise as Mr. Gildart m[a]y think proper to order. my Chief Mate goes Passenger with Capt. Craigg, youll Please let him have Twenty Pounds sterling which Charge to Account of Mr. Gildart.

See this work, II. 493, 497.

[35] Library of Congress, Galloway, Maxcy, Markoe Papers, vol. 6. The letter is endorsed: "For Mr Alex'r And'w Symmes merch'ts in Maryland. Per Capt. Dufey."

[36] Galloway, Maxcy, Markoe Papers, vol. 6. Endorsed: "Samuell Gallaway Esqr. P. Capt. Craigg. O. D. G. to Samuell Gallaway Esqr. Mareyland."



37. CAPTAIN ARTHUR CRAIG TO SAMUEL GALLOWAY, 1762.1

Sir, I have the pleasure to Accquaint you of my safe arrival here my reasons for not Proceeding for Maryland. have wrote to Messrs. Alexander Symmes and Co. this day to which refer you.

Inclosed you have Sales of 18 Slaves the property of Mr. James Gildert of Liverpoole, which I procured to be consigned to you but by puting Into Antigua was obliged to have them sold there for his acct. you have also Inclosed Accot. Current Ballance being £261. 18. 6/2, for which have brought Livingston and Furlong on Samuel Turner 2 of London at 9 Months Sight, in favour of said Gildert, woud have Inclosed you the bill but having only the first bill the rest haveing sent by different conveyances I thought it most prudent to waite your directions, how to dispose of it. There was Twenty slaves but two of them died on the passage which you'll please accquaint Mr. Gildert off.



38. Alexander Symmes to Thomas Ringgold, 1762.1



CHESTER [PA.?] Friday Novr. 4th 1762.

Sr, I am now on my way to Philadelphia, in consequence of a Letter Recieved from Captn. Craig, who arrived there from Antigua the 20th Ulto, he has brought with him Accot Sales [?] and Accot. Currant from Messrs. Livingston and Furlong for the Accn [?] of his Slaves as also Bills Exch'es drawn by the above Gentlemen

[37] Galloway, Maxcy, Markoe Papers, vol. 5. Endorsed: "To Samuel Galloway Esqr. at Anapolise Maryland."

[38] Galloway Papers, Ringgold Letters, 1760-1763.

On Nov. 16, 1762, Ringgold wrote to Galloway: "The Conclusion of Cragg's Voyage with a View back at all the Trouble Loss and Disappointment we have had in Guinea Schemes had made me firmly resolve never to have any thing to say to them and I did not doubt it would have had the same Influence on you. I was therefore very sorry to find you had engaged in another Vessel to put it in the power of another be him who he would, to serve you as Craigg has you cant think better of him than you did of the other whatever is the Meaning of it there are more disasters in those Voyages than any others whatever." Ibid.
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39. SAMUEL GALLOWAY AND THOMAS RINGGOLD TO JAMES GILDART, 1762.1

MARYLAND ANNAPOLIS Novemr. 30th, 1762.

Sir, We ware part owners of a Vessel to the River Gambia in the Slave Trade the last Summer in which Capt. [Craig] Shipt Twenty Slaves on Freight to the Address of our Samuel Galloway on your Acct. and risque expecting the Vessell would return to Maryland but unfortunant for you as well as ourselves she fell into Antego, where the Cargo as well as your Slaves Sold considerably lower than they would have done here—besides our loosing the Commission two of your 20 died on the passage and for the other 18 you have Mesrs. Livingston and Furlongs Sales and there bills for £261.18.6 1/2 paiable at 9 Months sight on Samuel Turner Esq. in London for the full proceeds. We think we can very Justly say we should have made a much more agreeable return had she Arrived here. we have had heretofore the pleasure of rendering much more profitable Accts. to the Gentlemen we have done Business for in that way, our Terms for Sales and remitance are 8 p Ct. on Gross Sales to remit one half by the Ship the other half in 12 months. this is the Greatest Indulgance Stipulated and we have hitherto done much better. We take Occation to tell you, that we have agreed to execute all Business of this kind Jointly that may come either Jointly or Sepertly to us and tender you and your Friends our best Services in that way.

Our additional Duty laid here on acct. of the War will Expire next June when we shall have but 20/ Ster. and 20/ Curency Duty and we believe you will find this Market as good or better on Trial than any

other.2


40. Thomas Ringgold to Samuel Galloway, 1763.1

Dear Sir, . . . Devonshire and Reeve 2 writes us requesting us to take a Power of Attorney to get our Money out of a Certain Gent'ans Hands for them. They say they know it is in our Power

of our African Ship solely on their Interest, we shall endeavour to

erve them. . . .

9] Galloway, Maxcy, Markoe Papers, vol. 6.

The reference is probably to the law of 1756 which laid a duty of 203

Actually, Maryland added a duty of £2 currency the next year.

2 For further references to the trade of Messrs. Devonshire and Reeve see

post, nos. 173, 202.

[40] Galloway Papers, Ringgold Letters, 1760-1763. Among these papers is a brief item of Apr. 20, 1763, stating that Galloway had sold negroes for £21, which was to be paid by a bill on Samuel Touchett, London. For further information concerning Touchett see this work, II. xliii, 521-522n.



41. THOMAS RINGGOLD TO SAMUEL GALLOWAY, 1764.1

CHESTER TOWN May 6th, 1764.

Dear Sir, I have been looking over our Guinee Accts since I came home, and They really are almost got out of my Hand. I wish we coud get them settled whilst we can understand them. Pray bring with you Your Account Books of the Guinae Affairs, I will put the other Papers in such a posture that we shall be able to settle P'haps, if not whilst you are up, if I have the Books I can st[?] them so that we may do it the first Time I come down. shoud be glad if you coud get the Exact sum Carlisle and Dalton paid, and that you'd look over our Acct. and we coud finish the whole together. . . .

We shall want Mr. Graves's Acct. of protested Bills.



42. THOMAS RINGGOLD TO SAMUEL GALLOWAY, 1764.1

WEST TOWN Augst. 27th 1764.

Dear Sir, I find every thing as Dull here as possible and no prospect of selling the Slaves, nor is there the Least prospect of Selling any at Queens Town. Brother Will has sold but 5 since I went away so that thers 32 left, for these Mr. Richie offerd £22 10 Sh round and take them all in the vessel which he has sent round to Philadelphia, but as by our selling them here the Duty cannot be drawn back Mr. Hill woud not take it but I tell him that if he takes them up himself by Duck Creek he can either sell them to Richie or take the same Chance as Richie had, which he was candid enough to tell us was that there was Comn. and agent come from the Havannah to buy, that he coud Land them in the Jerseys and get £25 Stg. round and 50/ p Head woud pay him for his risque and Expence, so Mr. Hill thinks if he does not break if [up?] present assortment he can get the price going of those people himself and I advise him to take that rout and gladly give up the Comsn. for the part he takes and on carrying them out of the province he is intitled to the Draw back of the Duty. This I think better for us than puzzling at Queens Town and selling none and then sending to Sam Henson as I before proposed, for the Gentln thought £22 10 Stl. round too much without the Duty off and then if his Tobo shoud prove bad and Mr. Hill shoud suffer by it or we coud not sell it again we might loose Reputation and if we advised trying further and he shoud beat us down lower than Mr. Hills Expectations he might think we had our Comn. more at heart than his Interest so pray get a Permit from the Collector and Naval Officer to take 32 that is 11 men, 5 women 8 Boys and 8 Girls of the Cargo

[41] Galloway Papers, second folder. This is addressed to Annapolis.

to the Counties of New Castle Kent and Sussex or Delaware,2 and we may get a new Permit if necessary to go from there to the Jerseys and we shall be clear of any further Trouble. . . .

N. B. we keep the 4 reserved for Will Hamslin [?] and one woman thats sick behind.



43. THOMAS RINGGOLD TO SAMUEL GALLOWAY, 1766.1



CHESTER TOWN May 4th, 1766.

Dear Sir, I wrote you a few Lines in a great Hurry about the Sloop with the Negroes, Yesterday by Mr. Steuart and sent You the Owners Letter to us and to the Captn. Inclosed is Copy of the Letter we wrote the Gentn. last October since which we have not heard from them.

We suppose they will have no Duties to pay if they carry the Negroes to Rhode Island and we fear they woud not sell here for ready Bills but at a very low rate such as woud not give Content, we are shure they woud not sell at all on this Shoare. You know best what they will do on your Side. If you think theres any prospect of Selling so as to give the Gentn. Content and are amind to try it, write us a Line and we will step over, otherwise youl advise the Captn and we will join in a Letter to the Owner's letting them know as we found they woud not sell here we had persued their Orders in sending them to Rhode Island. The Captn. will see by the Copy of our Letter to his Owners and by this to you that you are joined with us.

Dear Sir, I received yours of the 25th but Yesterday. I really think if you had taken £23 round of Mr. Barnes it would have been more than the Slaves were worth Yet as we have such odd people to deal with I think it better they shoud have them themselves; as they woud not let us know what woud satisfy them, saying they heard Slaves woud bring [torn] £40 to £45 Sterling here [illegible] not all, they shoud have [torn] what they woud bring with them and then they woud have given us some proper Foundation to judge what was best for their Interest.2 . . .

New Castle, Kent, and Sussex, in Delaware, were all accessible from the Delaware River, as were Delaware County, Pa., and the Jerseys.

[44] Galloway Papers, second folder. This is addressed, care of Joseph Galloway

On Aug. 27 Ringgold wrote: "I hope you'l be able to receive all the Money for the Negroes and that we can remit them the Ballance soon but we must [take care?] in our Remittance to charge our Coms. on the returns made." Two, or perhaps three,



45. News Items relating to Slave Trade, 1766.



Annapolis in Maryland, Sept. 11 [1766].1

Some very remarkable Causes, about 20, have been determined this Week, at our Assize Court. The Actions were brought by some Seamen, against the Master of a Guiney Ship, for Ill usage, and Wages; and the Sailors got much the Weather gage of their Captain, and lay so far to windward of him, that they run him down, by Recovering very considerable Damages, their Wages, and Costs of Suit, which amount to many Guineas, the Actions being first brought in the County Court, from thence remov'd to the Provincial, and from thence to the Assizes. (This was a Guinea Voyage indeed.)

Aug. 25, 1770.2

Ran away from the Subscriber, living in Charles County, near Pamunky Warehouse, on Tuesday the 14th Instant, a Negro Man, named George, just imported in the Snow Providence, Capt. Davis from Africa: He is about 5 Feet 8 Inches high, has a Scar on the right Side of his Head, the Inside of his Hands and the Soles of his Feet are remarkably speckled: Had on, when he went away an old blue great Coat, a brown Roll Shirt and Trousers.

Whoever takes up, and secures the said Negro, so that I may get him again, shall have a Reward of Thirty Shillings Currency, including what the Law allows, and reasonable Charges if brought home, paid by Alexander M'Donald.

June 4, 1771.3

Just arrived In the Mary, Captain Samuel Haycroft, from Africa, A Small Parcel of about One Hundred choice Slaves, consisting of Men, Women, Boys, and Girls, which will be sold, on Monday next, the Tenth Instant, at Selby's Landing, on Patuxent River, for Bills of Exchange or Current Money, by the Subscribers. JAMES DICK and STEWART [and] JUDSON COOLIDGE

years later he wrote: "Saturday [1768 or 1769] Mr. Symmes just lets me know he has entered into a Scheme for the Coast of Guinea etc. and has left Room for you. I think the Matter may be conducted to great advantage and what yo. incline to do in it we will be concerned with yo. if yo. choose it." The last reference to the trade found in this correspondence is an undated note which precedes a letter of 1770: "Queens Town Wednesday afternoon. I have waited here for the Negroes all day with much Impatience, this was the Day for Sale and most people hope they [may] yet be here tonight."

&lt;sup>3
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55. NATHANIEL BACON AND EDWARD JONES TO THE ROYAL AFRICAN COMPANY, 1679.1

VIRGINIA June the 25th 1679.

Here arrived in Yorke River the 17th May Last past the good Ship called the Arrabella whereof Jos. Pitck was formerly Comandr. who died at Guiynie and Wm. Booth is now Comandr. by him wee recd a Lett'r from Mr. Thomas Thurloe 2 wth a Bill of Lading for 201

In June, 1677, John Jeffreys proposed to the Royal African Company to deliver to Virginia 150 negroes by April or May of the following year, "on the Compa's tearmes". The Court of Assistants evidently accepted the offer, since, on Aug. 14, the committee on shipping was instructed to prepare the agreement with Mr. Jeffreys ("Minute of the Court of Assistants", T 70: 77). Jeffreys had sent negroes to Virginia at least once before this date: on Oct. 18, 1677, one John Page presented to the Committee for Trade and Plantations on behalf of Jeffreys a petition for the payment of a bill of exchange drawn by Sir William Berkeley for £100 sterling, in payment for four negroes delivered to Berkeley (Va. Mag. of Hist., XXII. 357). The Page and the Barnham mentioned in this letter were Virginia agents of Jeffreys. It is probably to this voyage of the Katherine (which delivered 46 negroes to Jeffreys' agent in October, 1678) that reference is made in the somewhat unilluminating items in the "Council and General Court Records" for Sept. 30 and Oct. 4, 1678, which speak of the importation of more negroes than were allowed by the contract. Minutes, 1622-1632, 1670-1676, pp. 494, 519, 521.

That is, by auction while the candle burned an inch.

This sale continued to cause trouble. On Mar. 25 Seayers wrote: "There is one Negroe more that was put on shoare by Tho. Bessenger then Mast'r of the said Ship and dyed before the 7 dayes were out. The Gentl'm who had him hath Declared upon Oath That he did not Buy him of Tho. Bessenger but tooke the Negroe upon his request and Ald'm Leffreyes agents refuse to Pay for him." T 70: 15.

[55] T 70: 15. A summary of this letter is to be found in T 70: 10. In May, 1679, the Marigold, another company vessel, may also have brought negroes to Virginia. She had carried 115 into Barbados not long before this, had disposed of 47, and had then sailed for Virginia, apparently with the remainder still on board. June 10, 1679, T 70: 10.

2Thomas Thurloe was the agent of the Royal African Company at Gambia

See this work, I. 234-236

Negroes Refuge wee Recd. upon yo'r Accots. in all 177.

There was not full 4 his due by Charter Party but in Consideracon of his extraordinary Paines and care with the Negroes in the P[erased] after delivery where most of them remaind 3 Weeks on yo'r Provisions Payd in for the Voyag wee did allowe him 2 boys and 2 women. Wee also Recd. Ordrs from Mr. Thos. Thurloe to take into o'r Care the Refuge Negroes for the Royall African Compa. and to dispose of them the best wee can weh wee shall do. they were 14 in Numbr.3

Wee have Recd. uppon the Accot. of Richd. Booth Esqr. 74 women and 85 men in all 159 for wch wee have here inclosed sent you Bills

of exc'g at 18 l. per head amounting to 2862 l. vizt.




	By Bills drawen on Richd. Booth Esqr. at 2 mots. sight
	£ 954





	By Bills drawen on Richd. Booth Esqr. at 4 mots. sight
	954



	By Bills drawen on Richd. Booth Esqr. at 6 mots. sight
	954



	
	£2862






56. Instructions to Thomas, Lord Culpeper, 1679.1

[July 8, 1679?]


	And you are to give all due encouragement and invitation to Merchants and others who shall bring Trade into our said Colony or any way contribute to their advantage and in particular to the Royal African Company of this our kingdom of England.



Another copy of this communication contains the following more explicit paragraph: "Wee recd. Orders from Mr. Tho. Shuster [Thurloe?] to take into Care the Refuge Negroes for the Royall African Company and to dispose of them for the best wee can which wee shall doe, they were 14 in Numb'r wee hartily wish the Factor had Lived to have saved us of that trouble for truly they are a sad parcell some of them soe old others soe Infirme that it is a Shame that such Negroes should be Shipped a board which serve only to anoy and destroy them of better value but we shall doe the best we can to put them off and give you Acco't. Here is 2 of them dead and 2 wee bleive will not Live Long and now good Negroes are soe plenty that few will buy bad though at Low Prizes" (T 70: 10). On July 22 Bacon and Jones again com-

plained of the refuse negroes, who were not yet sold. T 70: 15.

governor of Virginia in 1677, but remained in England until the end of 1679. He reached Virginia in May, 1680, only to leave in August (Cal. St. P. Col., 1677-1680, pp. 131, 449, 455, 523, 588). His return to Virginia in December, 1682, did not prevent him from losing his patent the following August because of absence without leave (ibid., 1681-1685, pp. 251, 308, 385, 473). The first instructions to be found in the Calendar (1677-1680, p. 451) are those of Dec. 6, 1679, four days before he sailed for Virginia, but earlier instructions are referred to (ibid., p. 353) in the journal of the Lords of Trade, who on Apr. 16 had "settled" the instructions for Lord Culpeper. The influence of the African Company in England caused admonitions similar to these to be included in the routine instructions to the governors of all the colonies offering a market for slaves.


	
	And you are to take care that there be no trading from Virginia or any of the Territories depending thereon, to any place or part in Africa within the Country of the Royal African Company. And you are not to suffer any ships to be sent thither without their leave or authority.2




	
	And you are yearly to give unto Us by one of Our Principle Secretaries of State and to the Lords of our Privy Council appointed a Committee for Trade and Foreign Plantations an account of what number of Negroes the said Colony is yearly supplied with and at what rates and how paid for.3








57. WILLIAM FITZHUGH TO RALPH WORMELEY, 1681.1

June 19th, 1681

one Ship that I could hear of from Virginia transcript is written: "There never went one Ship that I could hear of from Virginia thither but 'tis impossible in those great bays and waters to hinder Interlopers. But our poverty this last year has quite spoiled that Trade." Culpeper's method of making his reports seems to have been to write on the margin of his instructions. He is probably writing in December, 1681, after his first visit to Virginia (Cal. St. P. Col., 1681-1685, p. 157). The low price of tobacco had induced the Virginia assembly to request the king to order a suspension of planting. Culpeper, in his "Present State of Virginia" presented for the information of the Lords of Trade, emphasized the desperate condition of the industry and suggested various remedies. "But that which is more to us than all other things put together, and will be the speedy and certain ruin of the Colony, is the low price of tobacco. The thing is so fatal and desperate that there is no remedy; the market is overstocked and every crop overstocks it more. It is commonly said that there is tobacco enough in London now to last all England for five years; too much plenty would make gold itself a drug. Our thriving is our undoing, and our purchase of negroes, by increasing the supply of tobacco has greatly contributed thereunto. Free importation into Russia would revive our drooping spirits, for we want nothing but a vent." Ibid., p. 156; see also Beer, Old Colonial System, II. 148-152.

Year by Estimate but now our Poverty deters Every one from dealing with Us", from Culpeper's reply of December, 1681. The instructions of Jan. 27, 1682, repeat the matter of the first two paragraphs above, then substitute the following: "And as wee are willing to recommend unto the said Company that the said Colonie may have a constant and sufficient supply of Merchantable Negroes at moderate rates in money or commodities, you are to take special care that payment bee duly made and within a competent time, according to their agreement. It being against reason to expect that any should send good wares to a known bad market" (Va. Mag. of Hist., XXVIII. 41; McDonald Transcripts, VI. 38). Throughout the last quarter of the century the difference between the complaints of the West India plantations over the scarcity of

Old Colonial System, I. 367-368.

[57] Va. Mag. of Hist., I. 37-38. William Fitzhugh, a lawyer by training, a planter and merchant in practice, had settled in Virginia about 1670. Here he died in 1701, the possessor of some 54,000 acres of land and many slaves. Ralph Wormeley, also a large land owner, was, in 1676, appointed one of the seven collectors of customs in Virginia, which had no port of entry. He became a member of the council in 1677, and secretary of state in 1693 (ibid., pp. 115-116n.; Beer, Old Colonial System, I. 279). A copy of the letter-book containing the letters here printed is in the possession of the Virginia Historical Society. The letters are printed in the Va. Mag. of Hist., vols. I. and II.

Bruce II 82

[heard] they'll be all disposed of or at least none left but the refuse. Therefore S'r I request you to do me the favour if you intend to buy any for yourself and it be not too much trouble to you, to secure me five or six whereof three or four boys if you can and please to send me word of it and I shall readily come down and thankfully acknowledge the favour.3 . . .



58. WILLIAM FITZHUGH TO Mr. JACKSON, 1683.1

February 11th, 1682/3.

Mr. Jackson: As to your proposal about the bringing in Negroes next fall, I have this to offer and you may communicate the same to your owners and Employers, that I will deal with them for so many as shall amount to 50,000 lbs of Tob'o and cask which will be about 20 hhds. under the condition and at these ages and prices following, to say—to give 3000 lbs Tob'o for every Negro boy or girl,² that shall be between the age of Seven and Eleven years old; to give 4000 lbs Tob'o for every youth or girl that shall be between the age of 11 to 15 and to give 5000 lbs Tob'o for every young man or woman that shall be above 15 years of age and not exceed 24, the said Negroes to be delivered at my landing some time in September next, and I to have notice whether they will so agree some time in August next. And I do assure you and so you may acquaint them that upon your delivery and my receipt of the Negroes, according to the ages above mentioned and that they be sound and healthfull at their Delivery, I will give you such sufficient caution for the payment of the Tob'o accordingly by the 20th Decr. then next following as shall be approved of. The ages of the Negroes to be judg'd and determin'd by

The purchase here projected was not the first made by Fitzhugh. He had written to Capt. Francis Patis (Partis?) in the previous December that he had bargained with Mr. Vincent Goddard for two negroes at £29 sterling (Va. Mag. of Hist., I. 31). On July 14 Fitzhugh wrote again, Wormeley evidently having asked for more explicit directions about the purchase: "I desired you in my former to buy me five or six, whereof three or four to be boys a man and woman or men and women, the boys from eight to seventeen or eighteen, the rest as young as you can procure them, for price I cannot direct therein because boys according to there age and growth are valued in price" (ibid., p. 44). The Virginia price of a newly imported adult man was about £18. Boys might vary from £10 to £14 or £15.

[58] 1 Va. Mag. of Hist., I. 108; also in R. A. Brock's "New England and the Slave Trade", William and Mary College Quarterly, II. 176-177. Jackson's vessel belonged to residents of Piscataqua (Portsmouth), N. H., among whom was a Mrs. Cutts, to whom Fitzhugh had previously written giving advice about methods of carrying on trade with Virginia. On June 5, 1682, Fitzhugh sent to John Withers directions for the purchase of negroes but the prices cited indicate that new pegroes were not under

consideration. Va. Mag. of Hist., I. 51.

With tobacco at 1 d. per pound, these prices would be £12 10 s., £16 13 s. 4 d., and £20 16 s. 8 d. (Wertenbaker, Planters, p. 123). Brock gives the price of tobacco as 2 d. a pound at this period, but with the same prices for slaves, obviously a miscalculation. Brock, "New England and the Slave Trade", Wm. and Mary Coll. Quar., II. 177; see also Brock, "A Succinct Account of Tobacco in Virginia, 1607-1790", 10th Census, Statistics of Agriculture, p. 217, in which the price set on tobacco in 1682 is given as 10 s. per hundred weight.

To Mr. Jackson of Piscataway In New England These.
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59. LORD CULPEPER TO THE LORDS OF TRADE AND PLANTATIONS, 1683.1

September 20, 1683.

Blacks or of any bought of the said Company by any of the Inhabitants of Virginia, soe have had noe occasion to doe Any thing herein. But in regard of the Infinite profit that comes to the King by every black (far beyond any other plantation) at least six pounds per Head per Ann2 and that the Low price of Tobaccoe requires It should be made as cheape as possible, And that Blacks can make it cheaper than Whites, I conceive It is for His Ma'ties Interest, full as much as the Countryes, or rather much more, to have Blacks as cheape as possible in Virginia.

VIRGINIA, June the 21st, 1684.

. . . Mr. Kennon and Pleasants have lately received 34 Negro's and 7 or 8 Tun of Rum and Sugar, besides dry Goods, which are all sold for next years pay, so that I believe a great part of the Tobacco in these parts is allready disposed of.2 . . .

[59] 1 Va. State Lib., McDonald Transcripts, VI. 150, 152; Cal. St. P. Col., 1681-

1685, p. 497.

2According to Bruce (I. 337) one man could produce at least 1600 lbs. of tobacco annually. The duty was 2 d. a pound. Culpeper was obviously ill informed concerning the activities of the African Company. On paper at least, it had set a price on negroes delivered in Virginia and, as has been seen (ante, nos. 54, 55), had sold cargoes there.

[60] Va. Hist. Reg., I. 117. For an account of the Byrd family in Virginia see that of J. S. Bassett in The Writings of Colonel William Byrd (1901), pp. xiv-lxxxviii: for a description of the letters see Va. Hist. Reg., I. 60. Thomas Grendon, a

cousin of Byrd, had gone to England in February, 1683.

2 Kennon and Pleasants apparently were not always so successful in disposing of their negroes as they seem to have been here. See an order on a petition of John Pleasants and Richard Kennon, printed by Bruce (II. 100-101, n. 6, from "Records of Henrico County, 1682-1701", p. 81): "On the petition of John Pleasants and the motion of Richard Kennon, consignees of William Paggin and Company, desiring the resolution of this Right Worshipful Court concerning some negroes of the said Company consigned them to sell, but at the time of listing tithables, remaining in their possession undisposed of: It is the opinion of the Court that the said Kennon and Pleasants ought not to pay levy for them this year, because the said negroes being goods belonging to merchants in England, ought not in any reasonable time to put them to more charge by taxes than other of their commodities imported thither."


61. COLONEL WILLIAM BYRD TO PERRY AND LANE, 1684.1

VIRGINIA, June 21st, 1684.

. . . I hope what you send will be early; Mr. Paggen haveing sent about a fortnight since into these parts 34 negros, with a considerable quantity of Dry Goods, and 7 or 8 tun of Rum and Sugar, which I fear will bring our people much in debt, and occasion them to bee carelesse with the Tobacco they make. . . .



62. COLONEL WILLIAM BYRD TO SADLEIR AND THOMAS, 1685.1

per Wells

Feby. 10th, 1685.

Gent. . . . By him 2 I desire the goods and negroes hereunder written. I have allready wrote to Messrs. Perry and Lane about itt.



63. Instructions to Captain Thomas James, 1685.1

LONDON the 18th March 1685.

You are with the First oppertunity of Wind and Weather that God shall send after receipt hereof to Sett Sale out of the River of Thames with yo'r Shipp Two freinds, and make the best of yo'r way to James Island in the River of Gambia. And on Arrivall there deliver our Letter to Agent Alexander Cleeve (or in case of his absence, to such Person as shall be appointed to Act in his Stead in our Affaires) together with our Goods which wee have Laden aboard your Shipp consigned him whose Orders you are dilligently to observe during yo'r Stay in those parts. Wee have ordered our Agent

2Mr. Wynne, who had sailed for England, intending to return by way of Barbados.

[63] T 70: 61.

[61] &lt;sup>1
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71. LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR FRANCIS NICHOLSON TO THE BOARD OF TRADE, 1700.1

JAMES TOWN, August 1, 1700.

. . . I have an account that there will be very few hogsheads of old tobacco left in the country after 4 or 5 ships are sailed, one of which is Capt. Joseph Moonday, who came lately from Guiny and brought into Yorke River about 230 negroes and I heard they were sold from 28 l. to 35 l. per head; the greatest price that has been known. There were as many buyers as negros, and I think that, if 2000 were imported, there would be substantial buyers for them. They expect several ships from Guiny with negros, but I am afraid that no more will come.2 . . .

[71] **Cal. St. P. Col., 1700, p. 452; C. O. 5: 1360, p. 31. "Endorsed: Recd. 19th, Read 21. October, 1700." Francis Nicholson was lieutenant governor from Oct. 16, 1600.

to Oct. 16, 1602, and from Dec. o. 1608, to Aug. 15, 1705.

On Aug. 27, 1700, Nicholson wrote to the Board of Trade: "I do not hear of any more negroes being come in, which I am sorry for, being they would make so much more tobaccos, which I hope would increase His Majesty's revenue; therefore wish that the African Company and others that trade thither would send in some, and that whilst the people have money to buy them, for it may so happen that if negro's don't come in within a year or two that people may dispose of their money some other way." Cal. St. P. Col., 1700, p. 497.


72. JOURNEY OF FRANZ LUDWIG MICHEL TO VIRGINIA, 1702.1

April, 1702.

Most of the wealth consists in slaves or negroes, for if one has many workmen, much food-stuff and tobacco can be produced. These negroes are brought annually in large numbers from Guiné and Jamaica (the latter of which belongs to England) on English ships. They can be selected according to pleasure, young and old men and women. They are entirely naked when they arrive, having only corals of different colors around their necks and arms.2 They usually cost from 18 to 30 pounds. They are life-long slaves and good workmen after they have become acclimated. Many die on the journey or in the beginning of their stay here, because they receive meagre food and are kept very strictly. Both sexes are usually bought, which increase afterwards. The children like the parents must live in slavery. Even if they desire to become Christians it is only rarely permitted, because the English law prescribes that after seven years service they are (in that case) to be freed in accordance with the Mosaic law.3 When a slave is bought from the captain of a ship, he is not paid at once, but the slave so bought usually plants tobacco in order that the captain may be paid with it. Lately, before my departure, I was over night on a ship, which several days before had come from Guiné with 230 slaves.4 They get them there

[72] "Report of the Journey of Francis Louis Michel from Berne, Switzerland, to Virginia, October 2, 1701-December 1, 1702." Translation in Va. Mag. of Hist., XXIV. 1-43, 113-141. The selection here printed is from pp. 116-117. The German original is in the Stadtbibliothek in Bern; see Faust, Guide to Materials for American History in Swiss and Austrian Archives, p. 72. Michel was at the time of writing this entry on his way to visit some Swiss families, possibly forty miles from Williamsburg.

have happened occasionally.

freedom after seven years' service to Christianized slaves, though in the early days of negro slavery a sense of the impropriety of holding Christians as slaves retarded efforts to convert the imported negroes. To do away with this obstacle to Christianizing the blacks the assembly passed a law in 1667 declaring that baptism did not alter the condition of a person "as to bondage or Freedom" (Hening, II. 260). In 1670 an act, not to be found in Hening but known by a reference to it in 1682 (ibid., pp. 490-491), defined as slaves imported servants who were not Christians. This raised a difficulty which apparently had not been foreseen. West India slaves were often Christians, and when such was the case they could not be sold in Virginia. The act was therefore repealed and a law declaring slaves to be those servants whose native country was not Christian (excluding Turks and Moors) was substituted. The purpose of this legislation seems obvious. The colony was searching for a formula which should declare the status of the negro to be that of a slave, while it excluded indentured servants from such a category. For further discussion of the effect of baptism on the status of the blacks in Virginia see Catterall, Judicial Cases, I. 57-59; see also Neill, Terra Mariae, pp. 146-147.

for a small sum, as also gold and ivory, but a hundred of them died on the journey to Virginia. It is said to be a very unhealthy climate. Half of the sailors died also, including the brother of the captain, who had sailed along as clerk. The others were sickly and yellow in their faces. It often happens that the ships must be left in Guiné, because everybody dies of sickness. The captain, to whom I refer, was named Schmid. He almost shared the same fate. I was surprized at the animal-like people. The savages (Indians) are so far better breed. Among such people food tastes so badly, that one can hardly stand it. The negro-fever is due to this, because it is their common sickness. . .


	Answer of Thomas Starke to James Westmore, 1702.1



Jud: 11° die Nov 1702. S. Keck, Herne

The further Answear of Thomas Starke defendant to the Bill of Complaint of James Westmore Complainant,

All advantages of Exceptions to the manifold uncertaintyes and insufficiencyes in the Complain [an]ts said bill of Complaint conteined materiall or effectuall in the Law for him this Defendant as he is advised to make answeare unto, he this Defendant answereth and saith that during the time of the Voyage and since he this defendant did pay or caused to be paid to the Complainant or his order the severall summes of money which are mentioned in severall Bills drawne by the Complainant on this Defendant and in the receipts given this defendant for the same the dates and Contents of which this defendant hath herein incerted and are as follows vizt.

Deale the Thirty first day of October one Thousand Seaven Hundred.

Sir Be pleased to pay unto Valentine Boules on order the Summe of fourteen pounds (value received of him) for the use of your Shipp Affrica Galley as per advice from your humble Servant to command JAMES WESTMORE. To Thomas Starke Merchant in Mincing Lane London.

August the nineteenth One Thousand Seaven hundred and one. Received of John Sheffeild on Account of the Ship Affrican Gally Twenty Eight Pounds as witness my hand JAMES WESTMORE.

[73] P. R. O., Chancery Proceedings, Class C 5, Bridges Division, bundle 277, no. 10. "Plaintiff Defendant Date Subject County Westmore, James Starke, Thomas 1702 Money (answer) Middlesex".

From the reference to Starke to be found ante, no. 69, it is clear that he was a Virginia landowner as well as a London merchant.

Received August the Twenty first One Thousand Seaven hundred and one of John Sheffeild more Twenty nine pounds fifteen on the above account JAMES WESTMORE.

September the Sixth One thousand Seaven Hundred and one Received of John Sheffeild Thomas Sanders his obligation for fifty nine pounds which I promise to be accountable for or to returne to him or to his order as witness my hand JAMES WESTMORE.

VIRGINEA October the [blank] One thousand Seaven hundred and One. At thirty dayes Sight of this my third of Exchange my first nor Second not paid pay unto Captaine John Rogers or order the full summe of Six pounds Sterling it being for Provisions for the use of the Shipp Affrica Galley at time make good payment and putt it to the Account of your humble Servant JAMES WESTMORE. To Mr. Thomas Starke Merchant in London.

VIRGINEA October the Seaventeenth One thousand Seaven hundred and One. Att thirty dayes sight of this my first Exchange Second nor Third paid Pay to Miles Cary or order the just summe of Thirty four pounds Eight Shillings Sterling for the Virginea dutyes and Port Charges of your Shipp the Affrica Gally and place the same to the said Ships account JAMES WESTMORE. To Mr. Thomas Starke Merchant in London.

VIRGINEA October the Twenty first One Thousand Seaven hundred and one Att thirty dayes sight of this my first of Exchange my Second or Third not paid Pay unto Mr. William Syers or order the Summe of Two pounds Sixteen Shillings and Six pence for the use of the Shipp Affrica Gally and place to account of your humble Servant JAMES WESTMORE. To Mr. Thomas Starke merchant in London.

Received the fourteenth of October One Thousand Seaven hundred and one Five Pounds on account of my husbands wages due upon the Shipp Affrica Gally my Husband James Westmore Comanders arrivall in Virginea. SARAH WESTMORE.

Received December the Sixth One Thousand Seaven hundred and one the Summe of Six pounds upon account of my wages I say received per me JAMES WESTMORE.

Received December the Thirtieth One thousand Seaven hundred and one five pounds for account of disbursements on the Affrican Gally I say received per me JAMES WESTMORE.

Received January the t[en]th One thousand Seaven hundred and one the Summe of Twenty pounds on account of Ship Affrican Gally I say received per me JAMES WESTMORE.

Received January the Thirty first one Thousand Seaven hundred and one the summe of Tenn pounds on account of the Shipp African Gally I say received per me JAMES WESTMORE.

Received February the Twelfth One thousand Seaven hundred and one the summe of Twenty pounds on account of wages and disbursements Ship Affrican Gally James Westmore Comander I say received JAMES WESTMORE.

And this defendant saith that the said severall moneyes were paid by this defendant on the account mentioned in each receipt and where the Receipt w[as] given generally the same was paid either towards wages or disbursements laid out for the use of the Ship as there should be occasion and not perticularly meant or intended by the defendant to be appropriated to any one Single or perticular account. And this defendant further saith that he hath been informed by the Complainant that he brought into York River Fifty Seaven Negroes alive and no more and that in the time of the sale of forty three of them and one Child Two dyed there and that the Complainant delivered to one Sheffeild this defendants Factor att Virginea Eleven of the said fifty seaven Negroes to be carryed to Maryland one of which Eleven dyed before they were sold. And this defendant hath lately received from the said Sheffeild an account of the sale and disposall of fifty three of them and one Child and no more together with the prizes for which they were sold and the names of the persons to whom sold which is as follows.

Sold to John Moore Two Men Two women and a Child for One hundred Thirty two pounds.

Sold to William Thornton Two women for Sixty pounds.

Sold to John Royston one man one woman for Sixty one pounds. sold to John Bannister One Man and One Woman for sixty one

pounds

sold to William Thornton One Man and one Woman for Sixty one pounds

sold to William Howard One Man and One Woman for sixty one pounds

sold to Robert Pryer One Man and One Woman for Sixty one pounds

sold to Henry Fox Two Men for Sixty two pounds

sold to Nathaniell West One Man and Two Women for ninety one pounds

sold to Seth Wickins One Girle for Thirty pounds

sold to Samuel Clayton One Woman for Thirty pounds

sold to Stephen T—n one Woman for Thirty pounds

sold to William Stone One Boy and One Girle for forty two

pounds

sold to Joshua Cecill Two Women for fifty one pounds

sold to Thomas Cook One Man and one Woman for fifty two pounds

sold to John Beale One Woman for Twenty four pounds

sold to Samuel Quekett one Girle for Twenty one pounds Tenn shillings

sold to Thomas Stone one Girle for Twenty one pounds and Tennshillings

allowed for one Man six pounds, amounting in the whole to One thousand five hundred and five pounds but this defendant has as yett received no more then the summe of Eight hundred Twenty seaven pounds and five shillings on the said Account And this defendant doth admitt that this defendant was to allow the Complainant the severall Comission mentioned in the Complainants bill to be agreed to be paid by the defendant to the Complainant pursuant to the Articles of the Eighth day of August One thousand Seaven hundred made between this defendant and the Complainant but this defendant saith that it appeares by the said Article to which this defendant referrs himselfe that the Complainant was not to be allowed such Comission money till all the accounts of the Voyage were settled and adjusted which this defendant doth insist the Complainant hath not performed And this defendant saith that this defendant did send severall letters to the Complainant relating to the Voyage the Coppyes of which this defendant hath taken from this defendants book of letters and are as follows

James Westmore: London October the twenty Second one thousand Seaven hundred. I have here inclosed an Invoyce and bill of lading for the Cargo of goods Shipt on board your Shipp Affrica Gally consigned to your selfe as also instructions for the disposall of the same And these are to desire you to make your best of your way into the Downes with all speed possibly you cann with safety then with the first oppertunity saile from thence and make the best of your way to the Grand Coast 2 in Guinea and there purchase what Guinea Grain, Teeth and Gold dust you cann in a day or two or three not to exceed as you go along the Grand Coast and if with a day or two att Cape Coast or thereabouts to purchase what Corne you think is needfull and from thence to Cape Formoso
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78. LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ALEXANDER SPOTSWOOD TO THE HOUSE OF BURGESSES, 1710.1

. . . Wherefore give me Leave to Tell you That I fear The high Duty Intended on Negro slaves May be Interpreted as a prohibition of That Trade Which her Majesty is gratiously pleased to Countenance, as you may perceive by such her Royal Instructions which I now send you; and I hope it may not be yet too Late for you to make Some amendments That may shew you bear a Just Deference to her Majestys Most Gracious Recommendations.


	The Virginia Council to the House of Burgesses, 1710.1



Thursday, November 30, 1710.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses: The Council having Taken into Consideration The Bill sent up from your house for Laying a Duty on Liquors and Slaves and being Desirous to Remove all Objections which may be Made against so good a Law as well as to preserve That good Correspondence with your house, which is Necessary for The Publick Service before They proceed farther on That Bill Think fitt to acquaint you That Complaints have been frequently made By The Traders That The former Imposition Acts have not Excepted Negro Children, and others Who by Accidental Infirmitys are not to be Sold for so much as The Duty Laid on Them And also That no Drawback hath been Allowed for Negros

[78] I Journal of the House of Burgesses, 1702-1712, p. 281. Hening (III. 482) gives the title of an act for laying a duty on liquors and slaves, which he says agrees almost verbatim with the first chapter of the act of 1705. There was however the important difference that the earlier act laid a duty of £1, the act now under consideration and soon to be passed placed a duty of £5, on imported slaves. The bill was well advanced toward passage when Governor Spotswood sent his protest (Jour. of Burgesses, 1702-1712, pp. 271, 273, 276). On Nov. 28, 1710, "The house proceeded to Take into Consideration The Message from The Governor Relating to The high Duty on Negro Slaves in The Imposition bill, and Thereupon, Ordered That The Comittee of Propositions and Grievances (according to The Directions of this house) Make a Suitable Answer to the said Message in the Address allready ordered to be, by Them prepared". The next day the committee reported the following: "The way we have Taken for Raising of Mony by Laying a Duty on slaves And Liquors, is what this house and former Assemblys have long Since thought Least Burthensome to The people And most Agreeable to The Constitution of this Government And Wee humbly Conceive The Manner in which it is now Laid, is very much for The Service of her Majesty, and The Advantage of The people We Represent Therefore pray The Bill as it now Lyes before The Councill, may have your Honours assent" (ibid., pp. 282, 286). Alexander Spotswood was lieutenant governor of Virginia from June 23, 1710, to Sept. 27, 1722.

[79] Jour. of Burgesses, 1702-1712, pp. 286-287.

Dying before Sale; Wherefore The Council propose That Your house will Consent That a Proviso be Added to the Bill: That all Such Negros as Either by Reason of Their Infancy or Any Accidental Disabillity happen to be sold for Less Than fifteen pounds shall pay no greater Duty Than one Third of What They are Sold for; and That for Negro's Dying before Sale and within Six Weeks after The Importacion a Drawback of The Whole Duty be Allowed.

And forasmuch as most of The Negros Imported from her Majestys Plantations are Either Such as are Transported for Crimes or Infected with Disseases, the Council Submit to the Consideration of Your house Whither it may not be proper That a higher Duty be Laid on Them Than on Negros Imported Directly from Africa, Allowing

Still The Same Exemptions as above proposed.


	JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF BURGESSES, 1710.1



Thursday, November 30th, 1710.

[The House] Resolved—That Leave be given to The Council to Amend The Bill for Laying a Duty on Liquors and Slaves by adding two proviso's prepared by This House on Consideration of their Message Relating to The Said Bill which Proviso's are in The Words

following.

Provided allways and be it hereby Enacted That Nothing in This Act before Contained shall Extend or be Construed to Compell Importer or owner of Any Slave or Slaves into this Colony at any Time During The Continuance of This Act to pay the Duty by This Act Imposed on Slaves for any Negro or other Slave Male or female Child Which is not or shall not be at the time of Importation able to go Alone but that it shall and may be Lawfull for all Such Children to be Imported and Sold here Without paying the Duty by This Act Imposed or any part Thereof any Thing before in This Act Contained to the Contrary Notwithstanding.

Provided also That if by Virtue of This act a Duty be paid by the Importer, for any Negro or other Slave and Such Negro or Slave happen to Dye Within forty Days next after the Day of his or her Arrival into Any port of This Colony and be not Actually Sold it shall and may be Lawfull in Such a Case to and for The Collectors to whom The Said Duty shall be paid and Such Collector is hereby Required and Injoyned to allow and pay Back to The Said Importer the Duty paid for Such Negro or Slave in Case The Importer Making Demand of Such Drawback make Oath before The Said Collector That the Said Slave did Dye Within The Said forty Days and Was not Sold before his or her Death but not unless Such Oath be Made

[80] 1 Jour. of Burgesses, 1702-1712, p. 287.
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81. LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ALEXANDER SPOTSWOOD TO THE BOARD OF TRADE, 1711.1

To the Lords of Trade: . . . For raising of which sum 2 and discharging sundry publick debts contracted since the last Assembly, which amounts to almost £1800, they have by another Act layed a duty on liquors and slaves for three years. The duty on liquors is the same that was laid the last Assembly; but that on slaves they have thought fitt to advance to five pounds a head, for all imported by water, and 20 s. on Indian slaves imported by land; I soon perceived that the laying so high a duty on negros was intended to discourage the importation, and therefore thought it necessary to use the arguments in my message of Nov. 27 (Journal of Assembly),3 besides my endeavours with particular members for moderating that duty: but they urged what is really true, that the Country is already ruined by the great number of negros imported of late years; that it will be impossible for them in many years to discharge the debts already contracted for the purchase of those negros if fresh supplys be still poured in upon them while their tobacco continues so little valuable, but that the people will run more and more in debt, and must be forced to imploy their hands upon other manufactures. Whereupon finding them unanimously resolved rather to lose the Bill than to go

1711."

Note: "£2195 to build a house for the governor."

Page 281 in the printed Journal. The text in the Collections reads, "to use the arguments which Your Lordsps will find in the Message of the 27th November, mentioned in the —— page of the Journal of Assembly marked No. 1".

The act was approved Dec. 9, 1710 (ibid, p. 298). DuBois (Slave Trade, p. 13) is mistaken in thinking that Spotswood went so far as to veto this measure, as his letter next printed makes quite clear. The duty act of 1710 was continued in 1712 for another three years (Jour. of Burgesses, 1712-1726, pp. 32, 35, 36, 40-42; Jour. of Council, I. 550, 552-553). On Dec. 29, 1713, Spotswood wrote to the Board of Trade: "They have likewise placed a further confidence in me, by allowing me without any controul to finish the Governor's house, and by agreeing that without limiting the sum the charge thereof shal be paid out of the dutys on liquors and slaves" (Cal. St. P. Col., 1712-1714, p. 278). For earlier correspondence of Spotswood with the board see post, no. 132, n. 1. In 1714 a further measure was passed to remove the defects in the existing law (Jour. of Burgesses, 1712-1726, pp. 66, 97, 101-102, 110-112, 117; Cal. St. P. Col., 1714-1715, p. 84). Apparently no further duty was laid until 1723. Occasional petitions asked that the duty imposed by the act of 1710 be omitted. In November, 1712, Mr. Frederick Jones was allowed to bring in slaves from North Carolina duty free, as they had originally gone from Virginia. Jour. of Council, I. 541-542.

to the negro trade, if tobacco becomes valuable, and on the other hand, tho' no duty were laid on negros, the country is not in a capacity to purchase any number while their tobacco is at so low a rate; and that this duty will only affect some few merchants that perhaps may import negros before they are acquainted with the circumstances of the Country, but none that are thoroughly versed in this trade. Since therefore the duty is only for three years, and that it will at least require so much time before the Country can possibly be in a condition to pay off the debts already contracted, I hope the passing this law, which is so necessary for the ease and satisfaction of H. M. subjects here, will not be disagreeable to H. M. Your Lordps will observe in the above mentioned message another exception I took against this Bill, which was, that the Virginia owners enjoyed a greater priviledge and exemption than H. M. British subjects. . . . . 4


82. Instructions to the Earl of Orkney, 1715.1

April 15, 1715.


	You are to give all due Encouragement and Invitation to Merchants and others who shall bring Trade to our Colony or any way contribute to the Advantage thereof and in Particular to the Royal Affrican Company.


	And as we are willing to recommend unto the said Company that the said Colony may have a constant and sufficient Supply of Merchantable Negroes at Moderate Rates in Money or Commodities so you are to take especial Care that Payment be duly made and within a competent time according to their Agreement.




This applied to that portion of the act which dealt with the duty on liquors. On Mar. 20, 1711, Spotswood again wrote to the Board of Trade: "The unhappy circumstances of the trade of this Colony oblige me to lay before your Lordp's, the ill consequences which I am apprehensive it may have on that of Great Brittain without the application of some proper and speedy remedy. The great number of negros imported here (so long as there remained any money or credit in the country to buy them) and solely imployed in making tobacco, hath produced for some years past an increase of that commodity far disproportioned to the consumption that could be made of it in all the marketts which the war had left open" (Cal. St. P. Col., 1710-1711, p. 430, printed in Va. Hist. Soc., Collections, new ser., I. 72, and VI. 11). Spotswood goes on to show that this condition is driving the people into manufacturing to supply their wants since tobacco will no longer do it. For the amount of importation which followed this act see post, no. 131.

[82] Va. Mag. of Hist., XXI. 351-352. George Hamilton Douglas, Earl of Orkney, was governor of Virginia from 1697 to 1737, though during that time he never visited the colony. These instructions, with the exception of art. 105, are the same as those sent to Francis Nicholson Aug. 30, 1720, when he was appointed governor of South Carolina (C. O. 5: 400, p. 41, sects. 83-86), and are typical of those sent as a matter of routine. See those to Robert Hunter in 1707 (C. O. 5: 1362, p. 181, sects. 101-104) and to Orkney Dec. 15, 1727 (C. O. 5: 1365). In 1718 the Board of Trade directed an addition to the governors' instructions: "that they do not pass any Act which may any ways affect the trade or shipping of the Kingdom without a Clause Declaring that the said Acts shall not be in Force until they be Approv'd and Confirm'd by His

Majesty". Acts P. C. C., 1680-1720, p. 721

of Money owing to them in our Plantations in America, they have been much hindered in the recovery of their Just debts there, and discouraged in their Trade by too frequent Adjournments of Courts, and it being absolutely necessary that all Obstructions in the Course of Justice be effectually remov'd You are to take Care that the Courts of Justice be duly and frequently held in our Colony and Dominion under your Government, so that all our Subjects in the said Colony, and Particularly the Royal African Company may enjoy the Benefit thereof, and not receive any undue hinderance in the recovery of their Just Debts.


	And you are to take care that there be no Trading from Virginia to any Place in Africa within the Charter of the Royal African



Company otherwise than prescribed by Law.


	And we do further expressly Command and require you to give unto us, and to our Commissioners for Trade and Plantations an Account every half Year of what Number of Negroes the said Colony is Supply'd with, that is what Number by the African Company, and what by the Seperate Traders, and at what rates Sold.
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83. THE ROYAL AFRICAN COMPANY: MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF SHIPPING, 1720.1

At a Com'ee of Shipping held February 14th 1720.

Agreed with Capt. John Mitchell to freight the Ship Prince George from the port of London to Cabenda in Guinea to take in there 350 Negroes and to proceed from thence to Virginia and there to deliver her Negroes att Six pounds ten Shillings per head freight for all delivered alive and three pounds five Shillings per head dead Freight for all shipt short of the 350 and the Capt. to be subject to the usual covenants in the Companys charter partys. The Ship to be ready to take in Goods by the 20th of this Instant. And to Depart Gravesend by the 20th of March wind and weather permitting.


84. Case of the Callabar Merchant, 1720-1721.1



[Deposition of Alexander Bradford.]

Surr ss.

Alexander Bradford late Cheife Mate of the Callabar Merchant Maketh Oath that the Said Ship (Thomas Kenedy being Master) was fitted out and Sail'd from Bristoll in the Month of September 1719,

[83] T 70: 131, p. 57. Signed, "Wm. Dilke". On subsequent days the committee directed that the committee of goods ship 100 tons on the Prince George, and that they place on board cloths for 350 negroes. The cargo was to be consigned to Nurse Hereford, governor of Cabenda (ibid., pp. 59, 60). For some account of further efforts of the company to supply Virginia with slaves see post, no. 133, n. 4.

and was Bound for and proceeded to the Coast of Africa and had on Board no other Cargoe than what was proper for purchasing Negroes which was the Intent of the Voyage and the Negroes there purchased was to be Transported to the Collony of Virginia.

That about the 11th day of Xbr. att the Dawning of the Day in the Same Year the Said Ship in the prosecution of her Voyage being near to Old Callabar on the Coast of Guinia had the Misfortune to fall near Three Ships And a Brigantine wch proved to be all pirats one of which having Twenty Guns mounted And two hundred Men whose Commanders Name was England came up wth them, And Hoysted a black Flagg wth Death's Head in itt And Fired at the Callabar Merchant and Soon entered on Board her by force of Arms and Beat and Abused Several of the Said Ships Company and threatned to Burn the Ship with her Cargoe. And forced the Master Thomas Kenedy with the Ship and her Company to goe with them into the River of Old Callabar and whilst there the pirats fitted their Ships and Cleaned them. All which time the Master and Company of the Callabar Merchants were prisoners and the Ship in the possession of the said piratts and that the said pirats After they had fitted their Ships and Cleaned them Departed from that river forceing the Callabar Merchant to Saile with them to Cape Lopas, and from thence to the Iland of Anabona and near the Said Iland After having been Nine Weeks in the possession of the Said Pirats and their prisoners all that time Did Obtain Liberty to Depart from them and proceed on their Voyage to Virginia and at their Departure they put on Board Twenty one Negro Men wch they gave the Master as a Satisfaction for the Damage they had done him the Said Twenty one Negroes were all new Negroes for they could Speak no Europian Language.

That the Callabar Merchant was fitted with Stores And of Burden and Accommodations And also had Sufficient Cargoe to have purchased upwards of Three Hundred Slaves had She escaped falling into the hands of these pirats who took away and distroyed whilst they had the possession of the Said Ship the Following Goods (Vizt.).

One Hundred and Thirteen Copper Barrs, Six Iron Barrs, Six peaces of photas,2 Twelve peaces of large Topseals, Twenty four peaces of romalls, Thirty peaces of Cuthleas, Ninty ps. of Brawles, four hundred forty five Bunches of Beads, Between three and four hundred weight of Nailes, Between four and five hundred weight of pewter, one hundred and four Laced Hatts, Seven plain Hatts, Ten Barrells of powder, one hundred and Eleven Tradeing Guns and Several other Goods damaged.
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86. Augustine Moore to the Owners of the Greyhound, 1723.1

VIRG'A June the 4th, 1723.

Gent'n, Your Greyhound Capt. Holden is lately arrived with 170 Negroes as the Capt. Saies, they have had a great Loss in the voiage by Mortality, however these that are here is Likely and full flesht. Capt. Canady 2 Arrived in Rappa. with Near 300 fine Slaves a day

[85] Bristol Public Library, Bristol, Eng., Jefferies MSS., p. 68. At this period the London merchants were chiefly concerned with the Spanish trade, leaving that of Virginia and Maryland to the merchants of Bristol, many of whom had factors in these colonies. Probably the owner of the Greyhound was Isaac Hobhouse, head of an important commercial house of Bristol. See this work, II. 382-383, 387-388, 431-433, and post, no. 167.
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87. CAPTAIN EDWARD HOLDEN TO THE OWNERS OF THE GREYHOUND, 1723.1

MATAPANI RIVER VIRGINIA

June the 22th, 1723.

Sir, this With my Humble Servis to you and the Rest of the Gentellmen Owners of the Greyhound and is to satisfie you how things is hear Concerning your Ship and Cargo. when I Came up to West Pointt according to Mr. Moors Orders he Apointted a day of Sale and Sent hors and man Throw the Cuntry to aquaintt Gentellmen and Others of the Arrivall of your Ship With Slaves. The Day Came and a Greatt many Chaps Came from one place or another Likewise Major Tayloe Was there So because There shuld be No Exceptions Major Tayloe sett the price £40 Starling apair and so Whentt Presently for Rapahanock to Dispactt the Serloo so Mr. More sold thatt day fivety butt Nott under butt a Littell advance on sum itt being on Munday and the Sunday following being att Mr. Moors there Came Major Tayloe to see how things was so I porpose to send a Slope Round for Tobaco for I hope he Would Favor you with sixty or seventy Hoggds. for to send your ship sone away. His answer was he Could Nott promise one hoggd. for he must Dispactt the Serloo and the Tayloe when there and Tobaco being so scarce he Could Nott promise any. The Munday Morning he Whentt over the River for Rapahanock. there Was Six or Eight Men Coming over to Mr.

&lt;sup>3
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93. The Board of Trade to Lieutenant Governor Hugh Drysdale, 1726.1


WHITEHALL, June 30, 1726.

We have no accounts in our Office from Virginia of the number of Negroes that have been annually imported there either by the African

Bradley had appeared before the Board of Trade in 1724, when that body was considering the Virginia duty on slaves (B. T. Jour., p. 64). It was in his employ that Captain Snelgrave visited Virginia in 1713. William Snelgrave, New Account of Guinea

1734), introduction.

[93] 1C. O. 5: 1365, pp. 288-290. Drysdale was lieutenant governor from Sept. 27, 1722, to July 22, 1726. His sympathies in the controversy over the duties on negroes were apparently with the Virginians. On May 12, 1726, he wrote to the assembly: "You laid a Duty last Session on Liquors and Slaves imported as had been done by former Assemblies with very good Effect to make those Assemblies more Easy to the Country by Lessening the Levy per poll But the interferring interest of the Affrican Company has deprived us of that Advantage and has obtained a Repeal of that Law." Jour. of Burgesses, 1712-1726, p. 400: Va. Hist. Rea. IV. 68.

of Virginia, And that he desir'd to give their Lordships an Account how the Money already collected has been applied" (C. O. 391: 35, pp. 31, 36; B. T. Jour., 1722/3-1728, pp. 219-220). On June 30, 1726, the board asked for an account of the money collected under the act of 1723. This request the Virginia council considered on Oct. 18, and ordered John Holloway, treasurer, to make the report requested. Ex. Jour. of Col. Va., IV. 116.

Company or by the seperate Traders since the year 1718 and therefor We desire that you will send Us by the first opportunity as perfect an Account as you can get of the negroes imported yearly since that time distinguishing those imported by the African Comp. from those imported by others. . . And we desire for the future a regular Accot. of the same may be annually sent to us.
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94. Concerning an Act for laying a Duty on Slaves, 1728-1729.


William Gooch to the Board of Trade.1

My Lords, . . . I am now to make some observations on the Laws herewith sent, and shal begin with those which are not to

And the first is, an Act for laying a Duty on Slaves imported and appointing a Treasurer.2 By it a Duty of 40 s. an Head is laid on all Slaves imported into this Colony for sale to be paid by the Importer, with the usual clauses for the regular Collecting and Paying that Duty; and for drawing back the whole upon the exportation within three moneths. This Duty is to commence upon his Majesty's assent to the Act being publickly notified in this Dominion, and thence to continue for three years and no longer. The money arising from it is to be accounted for by a Treasurer, and disposed of to such Publick uses as the Governor, Council and Burgesses shall agree upon. I must observe to your Lordships that though the particular Services for which this money is intended are not express'd in the Act, yet there is a constant Charge wch annually arises for the prosecution of Criminals, for recompensing the Owners of Slaves condemn'd for capital offences, for discharging the Sallarys of many publick officers, and for keeping the capitol and other publick Buildings in repair;

[94] 1C. O. 5: 1321, f. 79. Endorsed: "Letter from Major Gooch Lt. Go'r of Virginia to the Board without Date. recd. with his Dated Of July 18th, 1728. Recd. 30 July 1728." The reports of the naval officers, covering the period from Sept. 29, 1727, to Apr. 25, 1728, and distinguishing between negroes imported by the separate traders and those by the African Company, were received with this letter (ibid., pp. 153-158). William Gooch was lieutenant governor from Oct. 13, 1727, to June, 1740, and again,

2 Of this act Hening gives the title only, placing it in the spring of 1727, though it was approved Mar. 30, 1728 (Hening, IV. 182). A curious record in the Journal of the Burgesses suggests that the council rather than the Burgesses was desirous of placing the duty upon incoming negroes: Mar. 28, 1728, "A Motion being made That this House would come to a Resolution not to present the Bill which hath passed this House and the Council, For laying a Duty upon Slaves, in regard that the Council had been pleased to refuse to agree to the passing a Bill For lessening the Levy by the Poll, which was the true design of laying the duties by which the present Revenue in the hands of the Treasurer of Virginia hath been raised. Order'd, That the sd Motion be taken into consideration to morrow." No further mention of the motion appears. In commenting upon it the editor suggests that since the members of the council were large slave-holders it is easily conceivable that they were not unconscious that the revenue bill would increase the value of their property (Jour. of Burgesses, 1727-1740, pp. xvii, 49). For the progress of the bill through the House of Burgesses see ihid. pp. 22220 52.

which cannot be supported without such a Duty as is here proposed, nor can anything of importance be undertaken for the benefit of the Publick without such a reserv'd Fund, seeing a Poll-Tax in Tobacco has been found grievous to the People, and through the incertainty of its value of very little encouragement to People to engage in the publick Service. But besides, 'tis the common topick among the People that while the like or a greater Duty on Negroes subsists and has continued for a long time in Maryland a Proprietary Government, it is hard that They who are under his Majesty's immediate Government should be restrained from the same means of securing and improving their Country; and from these considerations moved the Assembly to attempt the re-enacting a Law which had been formerly disapprov'd, in hopes, that its conformity now to the King's Instructions, and the necessity of a Fund for the publick service, will induce his Majesty to give it his Royal Sanction, for the short time it is to continue. The only objection, I think, that can be brought against this Law is, the private Interest of the Importer: but when it is considered that the price of Negroes will always be advanced in proportion to the Duty, they can't be sufferers by it. And the money will be taken out of their pockets, who are the advocates for it. If therefore your Lordships have no other Exception to this Law, I hope the united desires of all the People of this Colony will obtain your Lordship's favourable Representation of it to his Majesty.

The humble Petition of the several Merchants of Liverpoole Trading to the Coast of Africa and Yo'r Majestys Plantations 3

Sheweth, That an Act was past by the generall assembly of yo'r Majestys Colony of Virginia on the 30th of March 1728, Entituled an Act for laying a Duty on Slaves Imported, and for appointing a Treasurer, by which Act a Duty of forty shillings a head is laid and imposed on all Negroes imported into the said Colony to be paid by the Importers thereof which Duty is by the said Act applyed for lessening the Levy by the Poll, and Defraying any Publick charge whatever. That this Act is lately transmitted home in order to be laid before your Majesty for your Royal consideration. That Yo'r Petitioners humbly apprehend and represent the said Act to be contrary to yo'r Majesty's Instructions given to your Governor of Virginia and to express orders and Determinations made by Yo'r
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108. LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR FAUQUIER TO THE BOARD OF TRADE, 1760.1

W'MSBURGH, June 2d, 1760.

My Lords, . . . At the end of the supply Bill the House of Burgesses added a Clause to encrease the duty arising by the importation of slaves, by reducing it to ten per cent instead of twenty, which was the method I most approved in the late Act relative thereto of which I wrote yr Lord'pps a full account in my letter of the 17th of Decembr. by the Deliverance, Capt. Whyte, who I hope, is safely arrived, tho' we have not heard of her. She carried the Box of pub-

lic papers and Acts.

The incertitude of the proceedings of the General Assembly of this Colony, has struck me on many occasions and seems to be so inherent in the nature of the Members, as to be characteristic of the People. This Act was passed this Session in the lower House, but by a single voice, on account of this Clause; and it is apprehended will occasion a Battle in the next Session whenever the assembly meets again; for the contest on this occasion is between the old Settlers, who have bred great quantity of Slaves, and would make a Monopoly of them by a duty which they hoped would amount to a prohibition; and the rising Generation who want Slaves, and don't care to pay the Monopolists for them at the price they have lately bore, which was exceedingly high.

Squabble. . .

W'MSBURGH, Septr. 1, 1760.

My Lords, . . . The Box of public papers and Acts, among which was the Negro Act, was ship'd on board the Deliverance Captn. White who was lost on the Coast of France, the Duplicate of those acts went by the Jacob and Johanna, Captn. Clarkson, who sailed the latter end of May, who I hope is safely arrived and that your Lord'pps are in possession of the Acts of that session.

I am truly sensible that a Governor or Commander in Chief is not to ask the advice of the Council assigned him by His Maj'ty, whether he shall obey the Instructions of His Maj'ty; but in regard to this Act, it was attended with some particular circumstances, which in-

[108] &lt;sup>1
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111. LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR FAUQUIER TO THE BOARD OF TRADE, 1763.1

Answers to enquiries sent to me by the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners for Trade and Plantation Affairs by their Lordships' most obedient Servant Francis Fauquier.

January 30, 1763.

Revenue, 6 d. poll on every person not a mariner imported into the colony. Laid by Act of Assembly 32 Car II. to support of government and contingent charges. By 25 Geo. II. duty of £5 per cent on all Slaves imported upon the price for which they are sold and continued by several subsequent acts and applied to the discharging of the debt contracted in the former war and for rebuilding the Capitol.

27 Geo. 2d lays an additional duty of £5 per cent to enable the Treasurer to repay the sum of £10,000 which by this act he was empowered to borrow. This is also continued by several subsequent acts and is now in force and it is applied toward defraying the expenses of the last war. . . .


112. JERMAN BAKER TO DUNCAN Rose, 1764.1

February 15, 1764.

The African Trade to Virginia must soon be at an end, for the people will not soon pay for the Negroes they have already bought for observe, I don't call these Negroes paid for when purchasers

On Sept. 15, 1761, Fauquier wrote to the Board of Trade: "It may be necessary for me to explain the motive for the last Clause of the Chapter 1st intituled: 'An act for the Recruiting and further continuing the Regiments in the service of this Colony, and for other purposes therein mentioned'. In the year 1755 there was an Act for laying an additional duty of ten per cent on the importation of Negroes to be paid by the Buyer; in the year 1758 this Act was continued in force for a longer time, than the act of 1755 provided for; when they determined to take off this additional duty, they by mistake repealed the Act of 1755 which laid the duty but was expired, instead of the Act of 1758 which continued it, so that this Clause became necessary, and was thought not an improper Rider to a money Bill." Jour. of Burgesses, 1758-1761, pp. 296-297.

[111] Harvard University, Widener Library, Sparks MSS., no. 43, vol. IV., pp. 67, 71. In May, 1763, an act was passed to amend the acts laying duty on slaves. Jour. of Bur-

gesses, 1761-1765, pp. 181-196, passim.

[112] Wm. and Mary Coll. Quar., XII. 242. Jerman Baker was clerk of the meeting in which Chesterfield County decided on non-importation. Duncan Rose was a London merchant.



113. Negroes sold in Virginia, 1765.

[Captain Charles Thomas to Lieutenant Governor Fauquier.] 1

Norfolk July 26th, 1765

Sir, I am informed by Mr. Thomas Newton that it is represented to you by some in the Northern Government, that I Clandestinly or by force carried off several free men from the Coast of Africa at the time I was there in his Vessel. It gives me much concern that I should be accused of an Action that I should Condemn in another, and that I did bring off one man which I believe might be free born I readily own, and I at the same time I took him on Board was really to serve the Person without advantage to my Owner. One Blackney of the Brigantine Catherina from the Island St. Thomas's had a man left on Board him as a pawn, and as he was going off the Coast before I could leave it which was about the first of May I gave him two Slaves for him, and as he pretended to be one of great Credit I did not in the least doubt but the Person who left him as a pledge for Goods received woud redeem him before I left the Coast, and that I did use my utmost Endeavours to get him of my hands is a real truth, but whether I was imposed on by the Captain, or that his friends wanted to get clear of him I am yet ignorant off. Being in great distress for want of Provisions from the ill Treatment I received from some of the Natives who took from me sundry Merchandize and coud get nothing from them I made my Case known to King Peter who sent his son young Peter, second King of that Country on Board to see further into the particulars I had informed

[113] Gertrude Kimball, Correspondence of the Colonial Governors of Rhode Island (1903), II. 369. This letter is an enclosure in that to Governor Ward of Aug. 8, 1765.

The writer expresses the hope that a bounty on hemp will turn the planters from tobacco, and Virginia may again enjoy the "halcyon days she knew 20 Years ago, when they lived in peace and plenty and feared a Debt in England as the worst of calamitys". Debts received much attention in the correspondence of Virginia merchants and British principals during the next few years. See letters of William Allason to various English merchants (post, no. 134, n. 55, and Richmond Coll. Hist. Papers, II. 126-128, 131, 135, 138-141). Of the Virginia currency Allason wrote to his brother in 1763: "What few [dollars] there is circulating this way is sold currently for 6/8 Virginia Cur'y tho by the Laws of the Colony they are not to pass for more than 5/9 and even at the high price they are picked up by those who are either Traveling to Maryland or Pennsylvania or have payment to make there" (ibid., p. 128). To Robert Bogle, London, he wrote: "Our Exchange seems to be falling for instead of 62½ wch was current Bills now bought a 60 pct and tis imagined they'll be much lower against April General Court" (ibid., p. 129). The letters of Richard Corbin also cast some light on the troubles of this period. He attributes the difficulties of the planters to their own extravagances, caused in part at least by excessive issues of paper money. Va. Mag. of Hist., XXX. 82.

off, he voluntary left one of his Friends on board as a Security for his promise that he would either Compel them to make Satisfaction or bring as many as he coud get and deliver them up as Spoilers of their Country; accordingly on or about the 27th April 1763 he brought off three men tyed and delivered them according to their Custom as Slaves and he together with Robert Gray, (who both before and after) I had Considerable dealings with put them in Irons. from [that] time to June 3d I traded without being molested, my Boat being every day a shore and often myself in her, and Endeavoured to get them redeemed as my Officers can Testifie were they here, but so far from getting clear of them that the Natives abused them every time they came to trade. This Sir is a faithful account of the whole Affair and that I was justifyable as it is commonly practised, other Vessels having the Natives on Board on the same footing.

To The Honble. Francis Fauquier Esqr.

[Thomas Newton and Company to Lieutenant Governor Fauquier.]2

NORFOLK July 27th, 1765.

Sir, Your favour of the 22d. Instant I recd., also Mr. Ward's Letter and Mr. Owin Morris's Deposition setting forth that Capt: Charles Thomas brought from the Coast of Guinea several free Negroes, Capt: Thomas sailed from Virginia in Sloop belonging to Messrs. Sparling Bolding and self, sometime in November Seventeen hundred and sixty two, he arrived here with his Slaves in October 1763, soon after went up James river and there sold them, which is all we know of the matter. Capt: Thomas is in Town shall desire him to inform your Honour more fully of the Charge against him, we shall be very sorry that any person or Persons should suffer by his disconduct.

[Lieutenant Governor Fauquier to Governor Samuel Ward.]3

W'MSBURGH, Augst. 8th, 1765

Sir, Soon after the Receipt of your Letter, some affairs of this Colony required that I should call a full Council; at that board your Letter and the Deposition of Mr. Morris were read and considered. Some of the Members said that they knew Captain Thomas, who had been long in the Employ of Mr. Newton of Norfolk and that he was a Man who had always bore a very fair Character, and they were persuaded if I would lay the whole Affair before Mr. Newton that
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115. Concerning Acts for Laying Duties on Slaves, 1770-1772.

To the Right Honorable and Honorable the Lords of Trade and Plantations

The Humble petition of the Merchants of Liverpool trading to Africa, and the Colonies whose names are subscribed, Sheweth, That your Petitioners are informed that the Assembly of Virginia have lately passed an Act to lay an additional duty of 5 per cent on all Negroes imported there from Africa.2

[115] 'Sparks MSS., no. 43, vol. IV., p. 85. The members of Parliament from Bristol were instructed on Feb. 6, 1770, to oppose a Virginia duty act laying a ten per cent. duty ("Calendar of the Records of the Merchant Venturers", II. 177). On Nov. 23, 1770, the Board of Trade sent a representation to the king on two Virginia acts. Va.

Mag. of Hist., XVII. 217.

Since this was to be suspended until the king's consent had been given, it is probable that the act of 1769 providing for an additional duty of ten per cent. was merely a reiteration of this measure (Hening, VIII. 337-338). On Nov. 11, 1769, the Burgesses resolved that the duty act which was to expire Apr. 20, 1770, ought to be renewed, as well as the act laying a duty on slaves brought in from other colonies. Two bills were introduced and referred to committee to be welded into one, which was done and the resulting measure returned to the Burgesses (Jour. of Burgesses, 1766-1769, pp. 249, 263, 275, 289, 302, 352, 353; Hening, VIII. 336-337). An act to take effect Feb. 14, 1770, and to be in force till Oct. 25, 1771, was also passed in this session, laying a five per cent. duty for the "better support of contingent charges of government". Ibid., pp. 342-348.

only of the Law makers whose Estates (the most considerable in that Country) would rise in value for the present in proportion as the number of Negroes is diminished which must inevitably be the case was this Bill to pass into a Law.

That there is now and has been for several years past a Duty of ten per cent upon all Slaves imported into the Colony of Virginia which though nominally paid by the purchaser of such slaves is in reality a Tax on the Merchant Importer and of course a great discouragement to this valuable branch of Commerce.

That it is needless to inform your Lordship of what vast consequence the Trade to Africa is to the Merchants and Manufacturers of this Kingdom and with respect to Virginia or any other of the adjacent Colonies on the Continent of North America nothing can be more manifest than that the cultivation of Tobacco Corn and Hemp must encrease in proportion to the number of hands employed for that purpose the two former of which Commodities are purchased principally by foreigners and are a real source of wealth both to this Kingdom and the Colonies.

Your Petitioners therefore humbly hope for your Lordships countenance and support in preventing the sinister views of Selfish men from interfering with and opposing the general good.3

July 18th, 1770.

An act for laying additional Duty upon Slaves imported into this Colony. As this Act does not extend to felons transported from Great Britain I see no objection to it in point of Law, yet it rests with Your Lordships to determine how far it may be expedient in point of Commercial policy to approve so high a Duty on the importation of a considerable article of British Commerce. It is true the Duty is payable by the purchaser but this Provision is well known to be a mere delusion as all such Duties must in the end be paid by the Purchaser but being paid by the purchaser raise the price and thereby may probably lessen the demand. This too is an additional Duty and therefore the more burthensome but on the other hand perhaps the increase of Negroes by importation in a Country where the present Stock rather increases by procreation may perhaps be not improperly checked especially at a time when there is a new vent

Signed by 56 persons; endorsed, "Recd. July 7th Read July 10th, 1770".

opened (the ceded Island)5 which it is of so much importance should be speedily and plentifully supplied.6


[Lord Dunmore to the Earl of Hillsborough, 1772.]7



WILLIAMSBURG 1st May 1772

My Lord, The Acts of Assembly, Journals etc. are not yet ready for Sending, but I transmit to your Lordship an Address of the house of Burgesses, in their last Sitting, to his Majesty praying that the legislature of this Colony may not be restrained from passing a law which, as it appears to me, is evidently calculated for the good of this Country, and, with it, the interest of Great Britain. I hope your Lordship will present the said Address, and endeavour to dispose His Majesty to acquiesce in the desire of a Country whose loyalty and affection have been allway Conspicuous, and whose importance to the Mother Country, gives them a title to expect to be considered before those trading people in England, whose particular interest it may be to oppose this request.

The people of this Colony are very anxious for an Act to lay an additional duty upon the importation of Slaves, in order to restrain the introduction of people, the Number of whom, already in the Colony, gives them Just cause to apprehend the most dangerous Consequence therefrom, and therefore makes it necessary that they should fall upon means, not only of preventing their increase, but, also of lessening their number, and the interest of the Country would

Manifestly require the total expulsion of them.

At present the Negroes are double the Number of white people in this Colony,8 which, by the natural increase, and the great addition of new imported ones every year, is Sufficient to allarm not only

The reference is probably to Grenada, since its demand for labor greatly

surpassed that of the other ceded islands, Dominica, St. Vincent, and Tobago.

"No negroes of any kind offering for sale, by which it has not been in my power to execute your order" (Richmond Coll. Hist. Papers, II. 146). We know that Virginia was still considered a possible market, for in April, 1771, the Vernons of Newport had directed Capt. John Duncan to deliver his cargo of 71 negroes to Col. John Thornton at Rappahannock (this work, III. 248). The decline in the amount of the trade was not peculiar to Virginia: "By various Accounts from the Coast of Africa, and the West Indies we are informed that the Slave Trade is so fallen off that it is imagined some very extraordinary Event cannot be far distant in Favour of a wretched Race of Individuals whose Complexion have, for Centuries exposed them to all the Severities and Indignities of Servitude, that alone terminate with their Lives." Va. Gazette, Sept. 17, 1771.

C. O. 5: 1350, f. 91; see Hist. MSS. Comm., Fourteenth Report, pt. X., Dartmouth Papers, II. 113. The Earl of Dunmore was governor in chief of Virginia from

This was in all probability a highly exaggerated estimate of the number of negroes in Virginia. One statement for 1770 gives 187,606 negroes in a total population of 447,008 (Greene and Harrington, American Population before the Federal Census of 1790, 1932, p. 141). For estimates at various dates see Gray, Agriculture in the Southern United States, II. 1025.

this Colony, but all the Colonies of America; but Supposing that, by unremitted observance of their conduct, a rigorous exertion of the Laws relating to them, and the most examplary punishment of all the refractory (a lamentable necessity for a Country to be under) they might so far Suceed as ever to prevent any insurrection from being Contrived among them, yet in case of a War (which may probably often happen) with Spain, or indeed any other power, that might make an attack upon this Colony, the people, with great reason, tremble at the facility that an enemy would find in procuring such a body of men; attached by no tye to their Masters or to the Country, on the contrary it is natural to Suppose their Condition must inspire them with an aversion to both, and therefore are ready to join the first that would encourage them to revenge themselves; by which means a Conquest of this Country would inevitably be effected in a very Short time; it cannot therefore but be a Matter of the greatest concern, to find proper means of averting a Calamity so alarming.

DUNMORE.

To the King's most excellent Majesty, The humble Address of the House of Burgesses of Virginia.

rictor, rictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor, strictor,

The many Instances of your Majesty's benevolent Intentions and most gracious Disposition to promote the Prosperity and Happiness of your Subjects in the Colonies, encourage us to look up to the Throne, and implore your Majesty's paternal Assistance in averting a Calamity of a most alarming Nature.

The Importation of Slaves into the Colonies from the Coast of Africa hath long been considered as a Trade of great Inhumanity, and, under its present Encouragement, we have too much reason to fear will endanger the very Existence of your Majesty's American Dominions.

We are sensible that some of your Majesty's Subjects in Great Britain may reap Emoluments from this Sort of Traffick, but when we consider that it greatly retards the Settlement of the Colonies with more useful Inhabitants, and may in Time, have the most
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JAMES MONROE, 1801.1

February 11, 1801.

Your favor of yesterday with its inclosures I duly received, and have considered with much attention the subject upon which you re-

quest my opinion.

By an Act of Congress passed on 22d of March, 1794, entitled "An Act to prohibit the carrying on the slave trade from the United States to any foreign place or country", after a clause prohibiting the slave trade to be carried on by any citizens or residents of the United States to any foreign country, it enacts, "and if any ship or vessel shall be so fitted out as aforesaid for the said purposes, or shall be caused to sail so as aforesaid, every such ship or vessel, her tackle, furniture, apparel and other appurtenances shall be forfeited to the United States, and shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted and condemned in any of the Circuit Courts, or District Court, whence the said ship or vessel may be found and seized." 2 This act although it provides for the forfeiture of the vessel etc. in case it is contravened, is silent as to the disposition of any slaves that may be found on board any vessel engaged in this illicit trade. The Act of Virginia Assembly which passed upon the subject of the importation of free negroes and mulattoes into this Commonwealth on the 10th of Dec., 1793, in the 4th Sec. declares, "That in case any slave shall be brought or come into this State from Africa or the West India Islands, directly or indirectly, upon information thereof given to any Justice of the Peace, it shall be his duty to cause such slave to be apprehended immediately, and transported out of this

2 Statutes at Large of Virginia, I. 347-349.

&lt;sup>2

  
  
  ch022.xhtml
  
  




128. Colonel William Davies to Governor James Monroe, 1802.1

Collectors Office, NORFOLK August 24th, 1802.

Captain Drummond, entered at this office just arrived from Charleston and reports that on his passage two days ago spoke a French frigate from Cape Francois full of negroes, off Cape Hatteras and appeared to be steering for the Capes of Virginia, and that there was a report at Charleston when he left it (which was confirmed by Capt. Cowper a passenger from Charleston lately arrived from Cape Francois) it was the determination of the French Government there to transport from St Domingo such of the Blacks as had borne arms against the French. As the arrival of these people might possibly be a subject of executive regulation, I have thought it my duty to make this communication to you. . . .

[128] 1 Cal. Va. St. P., IX. 318; MSS. Va. State Library. Endorsed: "Wm. Davies on the subject of Negroes on board the French ships of War from St. Domingo, 1802 Aug. 24th His Excellency James Monro Esquire, Governor of Virginia, Rich."


129. ACT TO AMEND THE SEVERAL LAWS CONCERNING SLAVES, 1806.1

January 25, 1806.


	
	Be it enacted by the general assembly, That if any slave or slaves shall hereafter be brought into this commonwealth, and shall either be kept therein one whole year, or so long at different times as shall amount to one year, or shall be sold or hired within this commonwealth, in every such case, the owner shall forfeit all right to such slave or slaves, which right shall absolutely vest in the overseers of the poor of any county or corporation, who shall apprehend, or shall attempt to apprehend such forfeited slave or slaves within their jurisdiction, in trust for the benefit of the poor of such county or corporation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .




	
	. . . if the jury shall find that the said slave or slaves were brought into this commonwealth, and have remained therein, contrary to the provisions of this act, the court shall make an order, directing him, her or them to be delivered to the overseers of the poor, to be by them sold for cash and applied as herein directed. . . .




	
	Every person hereafter bringing into this commonwealth any slave or slaves, contrary to this act, shall forfeit and pay the sum of four hundred dollars for every slave so brought in; and every person selling, buying or hiring any such slave or slaves, knowing the same to have been brought in contrary to the provisions of this act, shall forfeit and pay the sum of four hundred dollars for every slave so bought, sold or hired; which forfeitures shall accrue to the use of the commonwealth, to be recovered by action of debt or information, in which the defendant shall be held to special bail; judgment shall be rendered without regard to any exception for want of form, and an attorney's fee of twenty dollars shall be taxed in the bill of costs.







130. Negroes imported into Virginia, 1699-1708.

A list of all Ships and Vessells that have come from the Coast of Africa by the way of Barbados And Imported Negroes into Her Maj'ts Colony and Dominion of Virginia from the 24th day of June 1699 to the 12th day of October 1708.




	Time of
	0111 27
	Of what
	Master's Name
	Negimpor
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136. Act for the Encouragement of the Importation of White Servants, 1698.1

Whereas, the great number of negroes which of late have been imported into this Collony may endanger the safety thereof if speedy care be not taken and encouragement given for the importation of white servants. . . .

III. And be it further enacted, that every owner of every plantation to which doth belong six men negro slaves above sixteen years old, shall take from the Receiver one servant, when it shall happen to be his lot to have one, and shall within three months pay the Receiver so much money for the said servant as the Receiver gave to the person from whom he received the same; and the owner of every plantation to which doth belong twelve negro men, as aforesaid, shall when it shall be his lot, take two servants as aforesaid; and every master of every plantation proportionately.2


137. CASE OF THE ST. CHRISTOPHER, 1703-1704.

[Governor Nathaniel Johnson to the Board of Trade, 1703.]1

To the Rt. Honble. the Lords Commissrs. for Trade and Plantations.

May it please your Lordships, In all Matters relating to the Acts of Trade and Navigation, I think my self obliged to trouble your Lordships with an Account from this place.

Jonathan Amory had come to Charleston from the West Indies some time previous to 1691. As speaker of the assembly he signed the statement of grievances against the Proprietors in 1692. In 1697 he was advocate general and public treasurer in South Carolina. He died in 1699, a victim of the smallpox epidemic of that year. Gertrude E. Meredith, The Descendants of Hugh Amory, 1605-1805, pp. 31, 35-36.

[136] Thomas Cooper, Statutes of South Carolina, II. 153-156, no. 167, repeated March

2 The following spring (1699) Edward Randolph reported to the Board of Trade that throughout the province, in which there were not above "1100 families", there were four negroes to one white man (Cal. St. P. Col., 1699, p. 104). In 1703 the colony laid a duty of 10 s. on negroes from Africa and 20 s. on those from other places. Cooper, II. 201.

[137] L. C. Trans., C. O. 5: 1291, pp. 49-60

And therefore presume to give your Lordships the following Account, and pray your Lordships Directions and Orders for the future, having in this Case done all that I was advised I could doe by Law, excepting I had had particular Powers and Instructions in it. The Case was this.

One Daniel Johnson junr. Son of One Daniel Johnson Senr. of Bermuda, was by the Royall Affrican Company of England, appointed Commander of the ship Christopher. And was Ordered by the Companys Agent from Gambia to Bermuda with Negroes. But the said Vessell being unable to proceed her voyage he made for Turks Islands 2 a place uninhabited, and there meeting with a Bermuda Vessell, he put part of his Negroes on Board her and consigned them to his Father and one Capt. Tucker, in Bermuda; And the other part he put on Board of a Carolina Vessell then with him at Turks Islands and came with them hither, and immediately sold them. And the ship Christopher he left with two or three hands in her at Turks Island, and Orded. them to look after her till such time as they should have Orders from his Fathr. and Capt. Tucker what to doe with her, he being obliged by the Companies agt. to follow the Directions of his Father and Capt. Tucker relating to the ship Christopher and other Affaires.

If this Johnson had done any fraud or injury to the African Company, I was not able to prove it. Neither had I or any person here any power from the African Company to call him or any other

p[er]son to an Acct.

So that all I was advised I could do, was to oblige the said Capt. Johnson to give me an Account of his Lading, and took the Affidavits of himself and his Men relating to his Voyage, the Copyes of which I have inclosed to yo. Lordships, and to which I humbly refer your Lordships for a full Account of his said Voyage.

Of this Matter I thought my Selfe obliged to give your Lordships an Account, And to pray your Directn. therein; For though in this particular Case, I could not see any design there coud be of defrauding her Majesty, the Negros paying no Custome, yet the manner of it if suffer'd to be put in practice, may be of dangerous Consequence, For by that Means persons may goe to such a Maroone place as Turks Islands, and put their Goods and Merchandizes (which it may be are brought thither in an unqualifyed Vessell) on Board of a quali-

2 Islands of the Bahamas. At the close of the seventeenth century the inhabitants of Bermuda obtained their salt from Turks Islands and voyages there were frequent. Sir Charles Lucas, Historical Geography of the British Colonies: West Indies, p. 16.

The negroes probably arrived in Charleston before the act of May, 1703, had gone into effect and therefore paid no custom. What Governor Johnson apparently means is, that had that act been in operation they would have escaped payment because, since they were not delivered in Carolina in the vessel on which they were shipped from Africa, they did not come under the terms of that measure.

fyd. Vessell and so import them into the Plantations, by which they may in many things utterly defeat the intent of Severall of the Acts of Trade, But I having no Man of War here to send down to Turks Islands, and to bring up the said Vessell, all that I could do was to take the best Account I could get of the Affair, and transmitt it to your Lordships, that if your Lordships think fitting you may give your Orders relating to Johnson who is gone from hence to Bermuda; And I pray your Lordships Directions what can be in any thing of the like nature for the future.

CAROLINA July the 13th 1703.

The Information of William Norris late Mate of the ship the "Christopher" in the Service of the Royll. African Company of England.5

This Informant deposeth, that in or about the Month of February, one thousand seaven hundred and two, he sayled out of the River of Gambia, on the North Coast of Guinea, in Africa in the ship aforesaid wth Danll. Johnson Mastr. thereof, to a place calld. St. Thomas's where the said Daniell Johnson putt ashoar two barrills of Nailes, two Cask of Pewter, forty hundred weight of Teeth and four Slaves into the hands of One Mr. Smith a Mercht. there, of whom he said he received one bitt per pound 6 for the pewter and

*"Copy of a Letter and Information which I sent your Lordships by the Briganteen Joseph, James Norman Commander, which I am informed is lost." On Oct. 10, 1703, Lieutenant Governor Bennet of the Bermudas added a second chapter to the account sent to the Lords of Trade by Governor Johnson: "On the 16th instant I received from the Royal African Companies Agent at Antegua, H. M. Order of July 26 last, relating to the securing of the goods and effects belonging to that Company, that should be brought here by one Humphry Chisull and Captain Daniel Johnson from Gamboa, which upon suspecting the Captain's mismanagement I had done before, but Chisull is still (as I suppose) att Gamboa. What I have secured I doubt will fall much short of the Companies expectation, for this Johnson had been at St. Thomas's and sold all his elephants' teeth and wax, and also at Carolina, and there disposed of several negroes, and bought a sloop in which he came hither, and was very pressing to return to Gamboa, but I refused him unless he would make up his accounts, and give good security for his faithfull proceeding on the Companies behalf, which was not complyed with before my receipt of H. M. Order, and all that I can propose to do with him is, when I see his accounts to get what I can for the Company, and then secure him till I receive their further orders, of all which I have sent a particular to the African House by same conveyance with this." Cal. St. P. Col., 1702-1703, p. 751; endorsed: "Recd. Dec. 14, 1703, Read June 1, 1704".

Though Governor Johnson was mistaken in thinking the Joseph lost, his letter sent by it apparently did not reach the Board of Trade, who received his second account Sept. 13, and read it Oct. 19, 1704 (B. T. Jour., 1704-1709, p. 49). The next day William Popple, secretary to the board, acting on its instructions, wrote to the Commissioners of the Treasury for their opinion on the whole affair, in order to discover whether Johnson had violated any of the navigation laws (L. C. Trans., C. O. 5: 1291, p. 53). On the same day Popple sent to the governor or deputy governor of the Royal African Company a request for all the information the company had relating to Johnson's voyage. Ibid.,

o L. C. Trans., C. O. 5: 1291, pp. 57-59.

nailes, and Sold and delivered to the Branden burgers, thirty eight hundred weight (or thereabouts) of wax, and then proposed to this Deponent and others, to take the said ship the Christopher, out of the Harbr. aforesaid and burn her, which he this Deponent diswaded him from, telling him that if he would buy, so much Canvas as would make a Mayn Saile the Old Main saile would make all the other sailes fitt to Carry her to any Port (she then being very fitt and able to performe her Voyage) which the Said Daniel Johnson refused to doe, and thereupon put part of the Slaves and all the Teeth that were left in the Christopher on board a sloop and went himself in the Sloop and put a Pilot in the Christopher with the Deponent who Carryed her to Turks Island, where he the said Daniell Johnson took out all the Goods on board the Christopher, and put some into the Sloop aforesd. and the rest into another Sloop, with the Deponent bound to Bermuda, he going (as he said) to Carolina, leaving the Christopher under the care of the Pilot at Turks Island aforesaid, and taking with him part of the Slaves, thirty six hundred weight of Teeth and some great Guns, twelve Furzees, two Blunderbusses and Six Muskets with severall Gunners Stores, as tenn Barrells of powder with three Iron potts, each half full of Small shott and Balls.

And this Deponent further saith, when they arrived at Bermudas the Ninth of May one thousand seaven hundred and three, where the Master of the Sloop aforesaid delivered into the Custody of Captain Daniell Johnson Senr., as much dry Goods with thirteen Slaves as he paid sixty pounds for freight from Turks Island to Bermudas, and fourteen Guns and Cables new and old, one of wch the Deponent heard he sold for fifty Pounds, and fourteen Anchors, fourteen Cask of brass, pewter and beads, Rigging and Blocks.

And this Deponent further saith, that in the Month of June following, Daniell Johnson Master of the said ship Christopher came to Bermudas in the Sloop aforesaid, and after the Governr. was informed of said Daniell Johnson's proceedings, he Ordered him the said Daniell Johnson and his Father and this Deponent on the 24th of June aforesaid, to saile in the Sloop aforesaid to St. Thomas's to fetch the Teeth that he left with Mr. Smith aforementioned, which when they demanded Mr. Smith Said he had sold them, and then paid the said Daniell Johnson for them, from whence they sailed to Turks Island, where they found the ship Christophr. aforesaid, which ship Christopher the said Daniell Johnson late Commander, his Father and others unknown of this Deponent in the Month of July one thousand seaven hundred and three, sett fire to and burnt

said ship Christopher, taking the Cables, Anchors, Rigging and Iron work belonging to the aforesaid ship back wth them to Bermudas.

Jurat 20th Octobr. (1704).

Coram JOHN PERRY

The Answer of the Royll. African Company of England, to a Letter received from the Secretary attending the Lords Commisses. for Trade and Plantations, Enclosing a Copy of a Letter their Lops. received from Sr. Nathaniel Johnson Deputy Govr. of Carolina, Dated at Carolina the 13th July 1703.8

They say that in November, 1702, the French with two ships surprized and took their Fort called James Fort in the River of

Gambia and pillaged the same.9

That Capt. Daniel Johnson whom the said Company intrusted with their Ship called the St. Christopher was at the same time with a considerable Cargoe trading up the River Gambia and at his return finding the Companies Fort had been plundered by the French, he Combining with one Humphry Chisnull, another of the Company's servants, run away with said ship and Cargoe with such Slaves, Teeth, and Wax, which he has traded for as aforesaid, to his Father at Bermudas, whereas they are informed he sold most of the slaves, teeth and Wax, and converted their product to his own use and afterwards burnt their ship St. Christopher at Turks-Island.

The said Company so soon as they heard Johnson was runn away with their ship, sent Letters to all the Islands in the West Indies, where they hoped to meet him, upon notice of which, the Governor of Bermudas Seized the said Johnson, and by her Majesties Order sent him home a Prisoner, but he made his escape in the night out of the

ship that brought him to a Port in England.

Since which the Company at their great expense have seized the Said Johnson, and intended to prosecute him for his Crimes, he is now a Prisoner in the Marshalsea.

They say they never Trade to Carolina nor ever intended their shipp St. Christopher should be carryed thither with Slaves or any

other Comoditys whatsoever.

And further to satisfy their Lordships in the Truth of the perticulars above recited, they herewith also send a Copy of an Affidavit made by one that was present with said Johnson at Bermuda and other places in the West Indies.

John Perry (or Pery, as his name was more frequently spelled) was secretary

to the Royal African Company.

drille, of the Mutine and the Hermione. The company lost about 250 negroes in addition

If their Lordships will please to Send Copies of the Affidavits mentioned in Sr. Nathaniel Johnson's Letter perhaps they may give them some further light into Johnsons evill practises.10

African House 26th Octobr. 1704.




	Year
	Negroes
	Year
	Negroes





	1706
	24
	1716
	67



	1707
	22
	1717
	573



	1708
	53
	1718
	529



	1709
	107
	1719
	541



	1710
	131
	1720
	601



	1711
	170
	1721
	165



	1712
	76
	1722
	323



	1713
	159
	1723
	436



	1714
	419
	1724
	604



	1715
	81
	•
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Captain Johnson's conduct was still under investigation by the company in 1706. On Apr. 12, 1706, the son requested an order to the governor of Bermuda to deliver goods belonging to himself and his father on account of the Royal African Company, "detained on pretence of his running away with the Christopher, lately belonging to that Company, and a like order to Edward Chester, or other Agent of the Company at Antego". "Minutes of Committee of Eight", Nov. 28, 1704, and June 26, 1705, T 70:

the Report of the Committee of the Commons House of Assembly of the Province of South Carolina on the State of the Paper Currency of the said Province (London, 1737). The number of vessels is here omitted, since it is obvious that it bears no relation to the importation of negroes. How far these figures represent importation by small lots from the West Indies and how far direct trade from Africa can be surmised only after a painstaking accumulation of trifling items of evidence. Certainly both before and during this period there was some African trade. As early as 1700 Richard Oakley in a letter to the Royal African Company referred to vessels in the Gambia River from Carolina (Charles Davenant, Works, V. 175). In Edward Randolph's charges against Gov. John Archdale is the statement that he had seized a Carolina sloop "laden with negroes from Guinea" (Cal. St. P. Col., 1701, p. 90). An entry of 1709 from the London customhouse refers to the Loyall Johnson, a ten-per-cent. vessel, "To Carolina, Designed 200, Carried 180", which suggests a negro cargo (C. O. 388: 13, p. 104 i). Sometime before Aug. 30, 1711, Col. William Rhett of Charleston seems to have sent out a Guinea voyage. Thomas Amory, who had been selected by the Rhetts as a future son-in-law (a position which he never held), wrote from the Azores to congratulate Colonel Rhett on the great success of his Guinea voyage and the good market to which he had come. Later in the same letter Amory pointed to the ease with which he could send slaves to Brazil, then added, "but Negroes sell as well at Carolina as at Brazell for there they never

September 17, 1709.

The number of the inhabitants in this province of all sorts are computed to be 9580 souls, of which there are 1360 freemen, 900 free women, 60 white servant men, 60 white servant women, 1700 white free children, 1800 negro men slaves, 1100 negro women slaves, 500 Indian men slaves, 600 Indian women slaves, 1200 negro children slaves and 300 Indian children slaves . . . negro men slaves [are increased in the last five years] by importation 300, negro women slaves 200 . . . negro children 600.2 . . .

Wee are allso often furnished with negros from the American Islands, chiefly from Barbados and Jamaica. . . And the inhabitants by a yearly addition of slaves are made the more capable of improving the produce of the Colony. Notwithstanding 'tis our opinion that the value of one [our?] import is greater (if we include negros with the commodities that are consumed here) then our export by which means it comes to pass that wee are very near drained of all our silver and gold coine, nor is there any remedy to prevent this. . .

N. Johnson Tho. Broughton Robt. Gibbes

give above 150 c p. head at most for lusty Negroes and Boyes 40, 50 and 60 C according as they are" (Meredith, Descendants of Hugh Amory, p. 53). For 1718-1719 we have evidence of two African cargoes of 80 and 90 negroes respectively: the Eagle (post, no. 143) with 80; a London brigantine captured by the pirate Charles Vane, with 90 negroes bound for South Carolina (Johnson, Pyrates, 1724, I. 97, 142-144; Boston News Letter, Oct. 20, 1718); while Teach, on the coast in 1717 or 1718, captured a brigantine with 14 slaves (Pyrates, I. 73; for the charge against one of Teach's men see Tyler's Quar. Magazine, I. 38). Most of our fragmentary evidence goes to show that this list is far from complete; for example, an estimate that the sterling value of the slaves imported in 1723 equalled £20,000 (B. R. Carroll, Historical Collections of South Carolina, II. 261). Some dealings with the Royal African Company the Carolinians must have had near the beginning of this period, for in 1708 Thomas Broughton of Charleston sent to the company his account asking that the balance due him be paid to his brother, Andrew Broughton, of London. Sept. 15, 1708, T 70: 2, p. 9.

[139] 1 Cal. St. P. Col., 1708-1709, pp. 466-467. This information was sent in reply to letters of May 7, 1707, and Apr. 15, 1708, from the Board of Trade (ibid., 1706-1708, pp. 427-428, 430, 477-480). The editor has not come upon Carolina's reply to the circular letter sent out by the board on Apr. 15, 1708, when it was in the process of preparing its extensive report for the House of Commons. In this report the board stated that 1000 negroes a year were required by Carolina and New York together. See this work,

2 These figures suggest an annual importation larger than that given in the preceding list.



140. ACT FOR GOVERNING NEGROES, 1714.1

An additional Act to an Act entitled "An Act for the better Ordering and Governing Negroes and all other Slaves".2...

IX. And whereas, the number of negroes do extremely increase in this Province,3 and through the afflicting providence of God, the white persons do not proportionably multiply, by reason whereof, the safety of the said Province is greatly endangered; for the prevention of which for the future,

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all negro slaves from twelve years old and upwards, imported into this part of this Province from any part of Africa,4 shall pay such additional duties as is hereafter named, that is to say:—that every merchant or other person whatsoever, who shall, six months after the ratification of this Act, import any negro slaves as aforesaid, shall, for every such slaves, pay unto the public receiver for the time being, (within thirty days after such importation,) the sum of two pounds current money of this Province.5 . . .

[140] McCord, Statutes, VII. 367, no. 344.

The introduction to the original act read: "Whereas, the plantations and estates of this Province cannot be well and sufficiently managed and brought into use, without the labor and service of negroes and other slaves; and forasmuch as the said negroes and other slaves brought unto the people of this Province for that purpose, are of barbarous, wild, savage natures, and such as renders them wholly unqualified to be governed by the laws, customs, and practices of this Province; but that it is absolutely necessary, that such other constitutions, laws and orders, should in this Province be made and enacted, for the good regulating and ordering of them, as may restrain the disorders, rapines and inhumanity, to which they are naturally prone and inclined; and may also tend to the safety and security of the people of this Province and their estates". Ibid.,

In 1711 an additional duty had been laid on negroes in order to raise funds for an expedition against the northern Indians and to aid North Carolina. The text of this act has not been found but there is a reference to it in the act of Mar. 20, 1719 (Cooper, III. 66). This may be the act to which reference is made by Cadwallader Colden in a letter of November, 1711, written from Charleston to a Philadelphia merchant: "They have laid a Duty of 6£ a head upon all Negroes that have been above 5 Months in any of the Plantations by an act this last assembly" (Colden Papers, I. 4, N. Y. Hist. Soc., Collections, 1917). Governor Gibbes in an address to the assembly in 1711 "recommended particularly to their attention the introduction of white immigrants on account of the large increase of negroes, who were beginning to exhibit a malicious disposition" (W. J. Rivers, A Sketch of the History of South Carolina, 1856, p. 251). That South Carolina was not ready to place a serious check on the importation of negroes may be conjectured from the petitions of her merchants and planters in 1711 and 1712 against granting an exclusive trade to the Royal African Company, since it had never satisfied the needs of that colony. Journals of the House of Commons, XVI. 550, XVII. 157; Stock, Proceedings and Debates, III. 250, 287.

The number of negroes estimated to be in the colony at this time was 10,000.

Rivers, Hist. of S. C., p. 251n.

*The act of 1714 referred to by DuBois (p. 209), laying an additional duty on roes from any part of America, known only by its citation in the act of Mar. 20, 1719.

was possibly the act of Feb. 18, 1715, not 1714.

The rate between currency, or the paper money of the province, and sterling, in 1714, was two to one (Wallace, Life of Henry Laurens, p. 53). A further evidence of disquietude was given by an act of June 30, 1716, to encourage the importation of white servants: "Whereas sad experience hath taught us that the small number of white inhabitants of this Province, is not sufficient to defend the same even against our Indian enemies, and whereas the numbers of slaves are daily increasing in this Province, which



141. RECORDS OF THE COURT OF VICE ADMIRALTY, 1717.1

Tuesday, June the 4th 1717.

The Court mett according to adjournment

And Arthur Lone the Defendant haveing put in his plea and Answer Sworne to the Same in Open Court which being admitted is as follows.

South Carolina. Before Nicholas Trott, Esqr. Judge of his ma'ties Court of Vice Admiralty in the province of South Carolina aforesaid Arthur Lone, Masr. or Comander of the Ship Ludlow Galley In behalfe of himselfe Mr. Samuel Barons and all other parties Interested and Concerned in the said Ship Ludlow Galley Appears and presents himselfe for and in Consideration of a Certain Libell asserted, produced and brought before you by Thos. Saunders, William Blackmore, John R—, Christian Crow, Samuel Wright, William Bovin, Henry Anderson, John Johnson, Benjamin Rowe, William Tisdell, Joseph Johnson, James Winter, William Corne, John Briggs, and Mathew Lord marriners belonging to the Said Shipp Ludlow Galley against him the Said Arthur Lone and for and by reason of all and Singular the matters and things therein Contained and the time Assigned to him the Said Arthur Lone to Answer the Same.

All advantages of E[illegible] to the Incertainties Insufficiencies and Imposettons of the Libellants Said Libell now and all things hereafter Sav'd and reserv'd unto the Said Arthur Lone this Defendt. for Answer thereunto Saith That true it is that the Said Libellants were Shipt on board the Ludlow Galley Arthur Lone masr. the thirteenth day of September One thousand Seven hundred and sixteen as appears by an obligation under their hands and Seals bearing the same date in and by which Instrument in Writeing they Oblige themselves to proceed to Guinea with the said Ship and after her being Slav'd to proceed to one or more of the American plantations as the Said Captn. or his Successor should determine and as shall be most ad-

may likewise endanger the safety thereof, if speedy care be not taken to encourage the importation of white servants. . . . VIII. And be it further enacted That every owner of every plantation of which doth belong ten slaves, young or old, and all persons possessed of the like number of slaves, shall take from the Receiver one servant when it shall happen to be his lot to have one, and shall pay to the Receiver so much money for the said servant, as the Receiver gave to the person from whom he received the same, and the owner of every plantation to which doth belong twenty slaves, as aforesaid, shall, when it shall be his lot, take two servants, as aforesaid, and every master of every plantation proportionably for every ten slaves." This was repealed June 29, 1717 (Cooper, II. 646-649). A bounty of £25 was to be paid to those importing white servants. The duty act of the same date placed £3 on African negroes, £30 on all others, to be paid in currency.

The Said Severall officers and Marrin'rs on board the said Ship shall not claim any right or title to any further wages or pay untill the Said Ships Arrivall and discharge in any of our plantations than to receive only one halfe of the wages that shall be due to us or the whole if the Captn. or his Successors so pleaseth in the Current Specie of the Country and no further claim or Demand untill the Arrivall of the said Ship to this port of London. By reason of which Bond or obligation the said Lone Conceives and is advised that he is not Oblige[d] to pay them in any other Specie or in any other pro-

Equall to one pound Sterling money—especially Considering that they had Five Shillings per month advanced to them above what is Customary in the like voyages and that the Owners positive Orders to him are to pay them in the Currency of the plantation where he should deliver his Cargo according to the true Intent and meaning of the Said Bond, and that if he did not in all respects oblige the Said Marriners to a performance of every Article of the said Bond he will be lyable to answer the neglect and reimburse his Owners as much as their Interests may Suffer by his not abiding by and Insisting upon the Agreement made in Great Brittain.
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148. ARTHUR MIDDLETON TO GOVERNOR FRANCIS NICHOLSON(?), 1727.1

[May 4, 1727.]

. . . They are uneasy in theire private Circumstances, for the great Number of Negroes, that have been imported within these three or four yeares, have run them prodigiously in debt, and the sudden fall of the price of Pitch and Tarr, which was what Abundance of them cheifly Employed themselves in, has rendered Numbers of them unable to pay their Debts soone, and their

The anonymous author of a "Calculation of the Revenue of South Carolina", in 1728, was more modest in his reckoning of the yearly importation of Carolina, placing it at the though he care this is "the lowest computation". Add MSS 22028 p. 185

[148] Br. Trans., XII. 204. During the absence in England of Governor Francis Nicholson the government devolved upon Arthur Middleton. The letter here printed, which is addressed to "yr. Excellency", was probably written to Nicholson after his return to England. Middleton, one of the richest planters in Carolina, owned 100 or more negroes. Meredith, Descendants of Hugh Amory, p. 73.

Criditors comeing upon them, has put them under desperate Circumstances, and this S'r is really the true state of their Case.2 . . .

LONDON Aug. 2 [1729].

We have an account from Guinea, by Way of Antigua, that the Clare Galley, Capt. Murrell, having compleated her Number of Negroes had taken her Departure from the Coast of Guinea for South Carolina; but was not got 10 Leagues on her Way, before the Negroes rose and making themselves Masters of the Gunpowder and Fire Arms, the Captain and Ships Crew took to their Long Boat, and got shore near Cape Coast Castle. The Negroes run the Ship on Shore within a few Leagues of the said Castle, and made their Escape.2


	CONCERNING DUTIES ON SLAVES, 1730-1732.



24 March, 1729/30.

To the Lords Commissioners of Trade and Plantations, Petition of Merchants of London and Bristol.1

Sheweth, That by Acts of Assembly of that Province there is imposed a duty of Ten pounds and another (called the State house duty) of one pound (mony of that Province) on Every Negro imported there, above the age of ten Years which Sum of Ten pounds and one pound added together amounts to more then Thirty Shillings

Another testimony to the debt for negroes is to be found in a representation of the council of the province: "all their schemes and projects about settling currency, settling discount establishing banks and making laws for tendering their Commoditys in discharge of debts are all of the same stamp when examined into, tho dressed up in so many different Titles and shapes and tend all to one purpose that as the generality of the people are got into debt by buying of Negroes beyond their abilities they would screen the debtors from their Creditors by the most plausible means they could and this under the sanction of Laws to be made for the general good and public good (as they call it) that is for the good of all that are in debt which comprehends everybody exclusive of those that trusted them and the populace never failed to send such representatives as will best answer the debts they send them for." Br. Trans., XIII. 316.

and in the Gloucester Journal.

From the Vice Admiralty records in Charleston we know that the snow William, Captain Barry, from Cape Benda, Africa, reached Charleston in 1729. In 1730 two vessels were slaving in the Gambia for Charleston, the Elizabeth, Captain Carruthers,

and the Sierra Leone, Captain Jenkins, 180 slaves. This work, II. 400-401.

[150] 1C. O. 5: 361, C 79. The petition was presented to the Board of Trade by the three men whose names are affixed to it. That the question of a duty should receive serious consideration is not to be wondered at when one realizes that the negro population was estimated at 28,000, the white at 3000 at this time. Boston News Letter, Oct. 22, 1730.

That this is become a very great burthen and discouragement to the British Trade and defeats the good intentions of Our Legislature (who by taking off the dutys and giving bountys have Endeavoured to Encourage the Exportation of Our Manufacturers) by thus taxing of Negroes Imported from Africa who are there purchased, principally with British Goods,

That it is humbly conceived they have no right thus to Tax the British Trade for the Support of the contingent charges of that

Colony or any publick Edifices there

Your Petitioners therefore most humbly pray your Lordships to cause the said dutys to cease on the British Trade by instructing his Majestie's Governour (now going over)3 to that End or in any other manner as to your Lordships shall seem most meet etc.4

WM. CHAPMAN WM. JEFFERIS STE. PET. GODIN 5


[Sir William Chapman to the Board of Trade.]6

My Lords, A Lameness having unfortunately prevented my waiting on yr. Lordships this Morning, I humbly offer to yr. Lords'ps an Expedient regarding the present Dutys as laid upon the Blacks Imported into Carolina.7

We Represented to yr. Lords'ps that this is in Effect a Duty on the Brittish Manufactures the Blacks being the produce thereof, and Farther that the Merchant Importer often paid hereby the Duty for

Blacks which dyed before they were sold.

But whereas this Duty is appropriated I should hope the same being laid henceforth on the Buyer in the like Manner for all Blacks

The rate was by this time seven to one. For a table showing the rate from 1710 to 1770 see Wallace, Laurens, p. 53. A report made to the House of Lords by the Board of Trade in 1734 referred to an act of 1727 to carry on an expedition against the Indians as having "revived" the duty of £10 on negroes (Add. MSS. 33028, p. 251). The act of 1722 was to operate till 1726. It is possible that after its expiration there was an interval when no duty was in force. Neither Wallace (Laurens, p. 82n.) nor DuBois (pp. 9, 212) throws any light on this. Nor is it clear when the state house duty here mentioned was levied.

On Oct. 1, 1729, "Their Lordships agreed when other matters relating to this se shall fall under consideration at the Appointment of a new Governor to pro-

province shall fall under consideration at the Appointment of a new Governor to propose the said Act may be repealed" (B. T. Jour., 1728/9-1734, p. 64). If the dates of the petition and this entry are correct the petition was necessary only as a reminder of a decision already reached.

5 Stephen Godin was agent for the province of South Carolina.

6 C. O. 5: 361, C 81.
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162. Governor James Glen's Description of South Carolina, 1749.1

was a considerable article of expense to us, hath not only been saved for a time, but is likely to continue so for the future, a law having been made in this Province whereby a duty was laid on Negroes import'd here, that it amounted to a prohibition: and though since the expiration of that Law, the war hath hitherto prevented any from being imported, I do not find that in about nine years time, our number of negroes is diminished, but on the contrary, increased: so that from all appearances the negroes bred from our own Stock, will continually recruit and keep it up, if not enable us to supply the sugar Colonies with a small number of Negroes. . . .
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163. HENRY LAURENS TO FOSTER CUNLIFFE, 1749.1 LIVERPOOLE 20th Janry. 1748[9].

Foster Cunliffe Esqr. Liverpool

Sales for Negroes in that Province [Carolina] as Rice promises fair to be a good Commodity, the Quantity heretofore exported being greatly reduc'd by our attention to the Indigo . . . and we have good reason to hope for success in this Last article and that it will make a very considerable addition in our remittances to Great Brittain. If you should do anything in this Branch I beg Leave to offer our service on the following terms To Load the Ship which imports the Slaves with such produce as can be had at the Season, pay Coast Commission there, make good all debts and remitt the Amount according to the times of Payment if freight can be obtain'd and as much in Bill as we may procure with Cash arising from the Sales, our Commission to per Ct. and if Requir'd we are ready to give Security in England in any reasonable sum for remitting the Proceeds.

[162] "Glen's Description of South Carolina", Carroll, Collections, II. 224.

About the date or approximate date of expiration of this troublesome act there can be no question. Colonel Vanderdusen had written on May 25, 1748, "that the Importation of Slaves had been greatly interrupted by an Act passed there some Years ago laying a Duty upon them but that the Act had expired or was near it" (Br. Trans., XXIII. 13). In June, 1748, Governor Glen was gently warned against allowing the duty to be continued by another act. Ibid., p. 124.

The description as printed in Weston's Documents connected with the History

of South Carolina (p. 92) reads, "and the law expired some time since".

[163] Foster, Ellis, and Robert Cunliffe soon after this time became Liverpool members of the newly created Company of Merchants trading to Africa, as were Edward Traford, John Knight, and James Pardoe, to whom Laurens wrote similar letters (Laurens Letter-Book; Gomer Williams, Liverpool Privateers, p. 674). Cunliffe shipped negroes to Virginia as well as to Charleston, and, since he was a dealer in Maryland tobacco, it is reasonable to surmise that he may have sold negroes in that province also, but no trace of such sales has been discovered in the letter-book of his Maryland agent Henry Callister.

Our House at Charles Town will be under the name of George Austin and Henry Laurens. we shall be very Glad of oppertunity to open a Correspondence with your good self or your friends and shall endeavour to act so as may increase the same to mutual Interest.

George Austin, Chas Town

o. . . Mr. Lewis introduced me to Sir Hugh Briggs who was so kind to give me Letters of recommendation to Mr. Foster Cunliffe, Mr. Edward Traford and Mr. John Knight, very considerable Merchants in Leverpool. those Gentlemen received me with great [blank] of respect and have promis'd to do us all the service in their Power. I have made each of them offers in the Guinea Business agreeable to your Standard and hope in a few days to hear further from some of them. at Leverpool I met with Mr. Pardoe of Worcesster who is now fitting out the Pardoe, Galter, and Lamb, [illegible], for Gambia and Carolina and has promis'd to address them both to us in case of the miscarriage of Messrs. Perry and Taylors lately gone to establish a House at Carolina and has given me direction agreeably dated 23 Ulto. . . . I shall now embrace the first good Opportunity and return to Charles Town but can't determine if I shall ship any goods from London or this place till I have further discourse with some Gentlemen on the African Trade. I forgot to mention that Capt. Whitfield yesterday introduced me to Mr. Farr 2 and some other Gentlemen who are now about sending a Ship for Negroes and I believe not fix'd on a House at Carolina to address them to.


	HENRY LAURENS TO JAMES PARDOE, 1749.



Bristol 21st Febry. 1748[9]

Sir, . . . I have one Letter which says Negroes would sell at a monstrous price and I can't learn of any Ships from this Port gone with Slaves yet 'tho some Gentn. talk of being soon con-

[164] The cargo of the Pardoe is announced for private sale by Messrs. Perry and Taylor in the Gazette, Oct. 30, 1749. This is the only negro cargo handled by this house which the editor has found, though the next year Ralph Taylor, possibly one of the partners, sold that of the Telemachus. There seems to be no evidence that the Lamb ever arrived in Charleston. Galter was in 1751 master of the Penelope, belonging to Pardoe. See ante p. 222.

Richard Farr of Bristol, to whom Laurens wrote Feb. 18 giving him the terms on which the new firm expected to handle the African trade and setting forth his reasons

for believing it to be a favorable time for Guinea cargoes.

cern'd that way, if your Pardoe and Lamb arrive in common time I imagine their Cargoes will meet with a very profittable Sale.

. . .


166. Henry Laurens to Isaac Hobhouse, 1749.1

LONDON 16th March 1748[9].

Isaac Hobhouse, Bristol

. . . I have ask'd Mr. James Crokatt if he would hold a concern in a Guinea Vessel with Slaves to Carolina which he declines saying that he is fully employ'd with Business on Commission and chuses to be confin'd in that way. if your good self or friends should do any thing in that Branch of Trade or any other to Carolina I beg leave to repeat the offer of service from Geo. Austin and Henry Laurens assuring you that any concerns you may be pleas'd to put under our direction we shall be carefull to conduct with integrity and in the best manner for your advantage. . . .

CHARLES TOWN So. CAROLINA Oril, 1751. Sundry Amounts to Capt. John Evans Harry Middleton, Esq. One Negro Man delivered to his Overseer for which

he engaged to pay N.B. this Negro was ruptured.

24 April, 1751. Benja. Addison to Capt. John Evans one of the Little

2 New Negro Men at 245 per 490

£1715

payable 1st December and after that with Interest

18 July John Cumyn Ball to Henry Laurens

a Negro Man nam'd Elisha sold him some time ago for 200

27 July, 1751. Sundry Accounts to Jacob Motte Esq. (Entd. this day)

Wm. Satterthwaite Sa 60.

Duty on & Negro Men and port fee

50.3.9

what haphazard accounts of the miscellaneous business carried on by Austin and Laurens, as well as by other Charleston merchants. Most, if not all, of the merchants who advertised negroes in the Gazette were doing a general business, of which their trade in

negroes was but a part.

[166] Hobhouse was probab